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JULY 2007 Volume 4, Number 1 
Soror \ [Latin] sister   (Club Year 2007-2008) 
Optimus \ [Latin] best  
 
 

Coming up: 
2007 

July - 

· 1.appoint Audit Committee 
to Audit books for August 

· 1-31.New Committees meet 
and set up timelines  

· 1. DEADLINE- Region Dues 
and Fees w/transmittal form 
due to SPR Treasurer 

· 1. DEADLINE-2007-2008 SIA 
and International Dues and 
Fees due to SIA Headquarters 

· 1. DEADLINE- Form 200 (new 
officers) due to SIA 
Headquarters (cc to SPR Gov 
and District II Dir.) 

· 4. HAPPY INDEPENDENCE 
DAY UNITED STATES!  

· 5. Board Meeting at U.S. 
Bank, 6 pm, on Pine at Davis 

· 10. Dinner Meeting at 
Delancey Street Restaurant 
at 6pm featuring Andrea 
Shorter, Commissioner on the 
SF Commission on the Status 
of Women 

· 19-22. 2nd Annual Girl Fest 
Bay Area, San Francisco 
www.girlfestbayarea.org  

· 25. Curry Center Friendship 
Reception, 315 Turk, rsvp 
Perry Klecak 415-292-1052 

· 25. Audit Comm. meets, 6 
pm US Bank (Pine at Davis) 

· 29-Aug 3-SI Convention-
Glasgow Hilton Hotel and 
Scottish Exhibition Centre 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE NEW PRESIDENT:  

 
Newly installed President Gail giving her acceptanc e speech at the June 24 th Installation held at 

Lovejoy’s Tea Room, wearing the traditional “Hat of  the Past and Present Presidents”  
(Editor’s Note: I did not know we had one!!!?!) 

Dear Soroptimists,   
 
What a wonderful Installation ceremony we had on June 24th at Lovejoy’s Tea Room; 
fourteen people attended, including six Life Members, Ligia Viales, Frances Morioka, 
Frances Medeiros, Maja Peters, Jeanette Sullivan, a nd Maida Barrick . Sierra Pacific 
Region District II Director Loretta Fornaciari  administered the oaths of office to the 
Board members and officers, analogizing our new club year as the launching of the SISF 
Cruise Ship  complete with Captain (that’s me), Chief Engineer (V.P. Nanell), Signalman 
(Secretary Angela); Chief Purser (Treasurer Carla), and shipmates (Board members Kay, 
Robin, and Xenia). 
 
I introduced my theme for the 2007-2008 year, The Four F’s: Fun, Friendship, Focus and 
Future, as we enjoyed tiny sandwiches, salads, scones with lemon curd and jam, cookies, 
lots of hot tea, and wine.  
 
Typically, summer is a slow time for club activities, but I am already seeing alot of energy 
and organizing by our members and new officers. Diana has the applications for the VR, 
WOA, and McHugh scholarships ready for posting on the internet and for distribution to 
schools in August! Eva and Nanell have a list of Programs for an interesting speaker at 
every dinner meeting. Service project ideas are pouring in from everyone, particularly 
Nancy and Kay. Xenia is continuously writing press releases and Robin agreed to work 
with her on the process of getting them out. 
 
We are already having a great year! 
 
Sincerely, President Gail 
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August - 
· SPR 9TH annual Membership 

Drive begins 
· 1.Solicitation letters to club for 

nominations to Fed Board 
· 1. DEADLINE- Region Dues 

and Fees w/transmittal form 
due to SPR Treasurer  

· 1. DEADLINE-2007-2008 SIA 
and International Dues and 
Fees due to SIA Headquarters 
($100 late fee if dues not paid) 

· 1. DEADLINE- Form 200 (new 
officers) due to SIA 
Headquarters (cc to SPR Gov 
and District II Dir.) 

· 2. FLOWER POWER LUNCH 
@Omni S.F. Hotel, 500 Calif. 
St., benefiting The Salvation 
Army “Tools for School” 

· 3. HAPPY BIRTHDAY DIANA 
OWYANG! 

· 9. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 
U.S. Bank on Pine @ Davis 
at 6 pm 

· 10. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
NANELL MAWBEY  

· 13. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
JEANETTE SULLIVAN  

· 14. SISF Dinner Meeting 6pm 
at Delancey St. Restaurant-  

· 21. HAPPY BIRTHDAY SHIZ 
MIHARA  

· 15. $25 late fee if Region dues 
are not paid 

· 21-23.Governors Round Table, 
Philadelphia, PA 

· 23. Emerging Leaders Forum, 
Philadelphia, PA 

· 24. Fund Development Council 
meeting, Philadelphia, PA 

· 24-25 Soroptimist Skill Building 
seminar, Philadelphia, PA 

· 25 Recognition Banquet, 
Philadelphia, PA 

 

September - 
· 1. $150 late fee if SIA dues 

are not paid 
· 6. Lahaina Gallery hosts 

fundraiser for The Children’s 
Council, catered by La 
Cocina, sponsored by SISF 

· 6. District I Meeting- Host Club 
San Luis Obispo 

 

 
TRANSITIONS!!!  

 
NANCY THOMPSON (Nancy2cats) RESIGNS FROM THE CLUB:  

 
June 22, 2007 
 
Dear Soroptimist International of San Francisco, 
 
After 26-1/2 years of membership in this fine 
organization, I regret to inform you that I am 
resigning from Soroptimist International of San 
Francisco. I have enjoyed many years of 
friendship and service but feel it is time for me 
to reduce the number of commitments I have in 
my too busy life. 
 
I feel that Gail will be an excellent leader as you 
start this next year.  With so many new and 
enthusiastic members, as well as your core group of committed Soroptimists, I know you 
will continue to provide leadership in the community and outstanding support of worthwhile 
service projects. 
 
Good luck to you all.       
NANCY THOMPSON (Editor’s Note: Member since March 1981) 

 
KAY TSENIN IN RUSSIA TO BRING HOME HER NEW DAUGHTER  EVA 

 
Kay Tsenin is leaving July 15th for Pskov, Russia to 
complete the adoption process and bring home her 
new daughter, Eva. Eva is 10 years old and 
currently lives in a boarding school with children who 
are from intact families as well as other orphans. 
She is currently attending summer camp. Kay will be 
out of the country for two to three months. We all 

look forward to seeing her 
again and meeting Eva. 
 
 
Note from Kay: This is the 
town where I am going; it 
is called Pskov and is near 
the Estonian Border 4.5 
hours by car west of St. 
Petersburg. 

Sun. July 15, 7:38 pm: Judge Kay left an hour ago from SFO to fly to Russia to meet up 
with her soon-to-be-adopted daughter Eva. If all goes well, they will both be back here the 
week of August 5. Crossed-fingers and prayers accepted. Judy [Lee] 
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· 13. District 1. Renaissance 
Region Award entries due at 
HQ 

· 2. District II Roundtable for 
Club Presidents 

· 6. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 
U.S. Bank, Pine @ Davis at 6 

· 11. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
REGINA McMAHON 

· 11.  Dinner Meeting at 
Delancey Street Restaurant  
@6 PM featuring Life Member 
Nancy Franks telling us about 
SI Convention-Glasgow 

· 13 HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
MURIEL BELL 

· 15. Big Basin Friendship 
Day-Big Basin State Park,  

· 30. deadline all clubs to file 
letter of intent to compete in 
Region bulletin contest 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

�

 
 

June 12, 2007 Program ~ The Salvation Army’s Ray an d Joan Kroc 
Corps  Community Center  

by Carla Armstrong 
 
The Salvation Army’s Jeannine Vaughan (Board of Directors and former 
Soroptimist scholarship winner) and Jennifer Byrd (Public Relations Director) 
spoke to us at our June 12th dinner meeting.   As a newer member of Soroptimist, 
I have not been exposed to as many of the organizations with whom SISF has 
worked with in the past.  I really did not know very much about the Salvation Army 
and I was intrigued by our program speakers and would like to share what they 
spoke about with all of those who read our newsletter.   

 
 
The Salvation Army is a 
church.  It is San Francisco 
based and was founded in 
1883.  The idea to use kettles 
every Christmas to collect 
money came from San 
Francisco as well. In 1891, a 
money collection gimmick was  

 
 

Jennifer Byrd and Jeannine 
Vaughan from The Salvation Army 

 
needed to help feed the poor, so they used crab pots to collect the money. Now 
those pots are used throughout the nation.  The Salvation Army provided 
assistance during the 1906 earthquake, and today they have eighteen program 
facilities in San Francisco, one in every neighborhood.  Drug Rehabilitation, 
Adopt-A-Family, and Back to School fund-raising are just a few of their programs.   
 
The biggest project that they are currently working on is a center they are building 
in the Tenderloin.  This center is one of the largest (if not the largest) social 
service project endeavored; named The Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community 
Center , it is an $80 million project.  It will serve the community with a gym, dance 
studio, and many other services such as assistance for “aged out” foster care 
children.  This center will serve a neighborhood that has the most children in the 
city (3,500 children live in the eight blocks of the Tenderloin) while being one of 
the poorest.  As you can imagine it is in a very needy location.  This is a great 
opportunity for SISF to partner with the Salvation Army and provide both 
volunteer services and monetary assistance for women and their families. The 
center is slated to open in the summer of 2008 and our club will be invited to a 
private tour. 
 
One of their ongoing programs is “Tools for School”, collecting supplies for 
schools with children in need.  SISF member Diana Owyang has already made 
headway in helping us get a connection for backpacks at wholesale cost to 
donate.  The club recently approved buying a table at their “Flower Power” 
Luncheon , (Editor’s Note: See the invitation in the left column box.), an event 
that helps raise money for the “Tools for School” program.  In the winter months, 
the Salvation Army holds a Holiday Breakfast for low-income families.  Both 
Jeannine and Jennifer are very passionate about the work of the Salvation Army 
and giving back to the community.  It was a pleasure to have them attend our 
meeting and I hope that we see them again in future service endeavors with 
SISF.   
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OH, THE CONVENIENCE OF 
……….E-MAIL VOTING…!!??!! 

“So, here’s the deal, if you voted at a 
meeting on certain issues and there 
wasn’t a quorum, you need to vote 
again. If you don’t vote via email when 
a vote is called for, it is as good as 
voting “no,” and the motion could be 
killed.  

We added online voting to the Club’s 
procedures just for this reason.”  

Judy Lee 

 

THE RESULTS OF OUR E-MAIL VOTE: 

1. PASSED: to pay a 2nd place 
award of $100.00 for the Domestic 
Violence Awareness Poster 
Competition. 

2. PASSED: to buy a table at the 
Salvation Army Flower Power 
Luncheon Aug. 2nd; the Club will 
pay $950 and ten members will 
each pay $30 for the total cost of 
$1250. 

3. PASSED: amendment to our club 
policies to delete the mandatory 
attendance provision. 

4. NO PREFERENCE: SIA 
President-Elect: 3 votes for 
Rosemary, 3 votes for Alice, the 
rest were “no preference”. 

 

 

 

SIA 2005-2006  

AWARD IMPACTS  

Women’s Opportunity Awards  

923 clubs participated 

1,052 women’s lives were improved 

$1,114,807 was disbursed. 

Cost per life change $1,059.70 

 

Making a Difference for Women  

395 outstanding women were honored 
with the award. 

$59,684 was given by clubs to the 
recipients’ charitable organizations. 

228 clubs received media attention for 
the award. 

 
 

WINNERS OF THE POSTER CONTEST 
Domestic Violence Awareness 

Or 
Stop Domestic Violence 

 
FIRST PLACE: by Anna Louise Markison - Award $250.00 
S.F. School of the Arts High School, Portola Dr., S.F.- $250.00 

 
 

 
SECOND PLACE: by Anita Zhang- Award $100.00 
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BIG BASIN FRIENDSHIP DAY 

Saturday, September 15, 2007 

Big Basin Redwoods State Park 

21600 Big Basin Way, Boulder Creek, CA 

10:30 a.m. at Amphitheater across from 
the Park’s Visitor’s Center 

The day will begin with a short program and 
celebration of life ceremony at the campsite 
(amphitheater), followed by a time for 
friendship and time to eat your bag lunch. 
Guided walks to the Soroptimist Grove II or 
other trails will be available after the 
ceremony.  You must bring your own bag 
lunch. The event is free, but there is a $6 
parking fee per automobile. 

Info: Faye Baur-Big Basin Coordinator 
(805) 545-0114 

 

SISF Newsletter 

Editor: Gail Dekreon 

Contributors: Gail Dekreon, Carla 
Armstrong, Nancy Thompson, Judy Lee, 
Kay Tsenin, Ligia Viales, Maja Peters, 
Maida Barrick, Jeanette Sullivan 

 

 
www.sfsoroptimist.org 

www.soroptimistspr.org/district2/sanfra
ncisco.html 

Email: sisf-board@sfsoroptimist.org  

 
CARSON CITY (Nevada) SOROPTIMIST  

50TH ANNIVERSARY  * JUNE 1957 – JUNE 2007 

 
S.I. Carson City Past Presidents: that’s OUR Nanell  in the back row. 

S.I. Carson City celebrated their 50th Anniversary on June 9, 2007. SISF Pres-
Elect Gail  and V.P.-Elect Nanell  drove the scenic four hours through mountains, 
casinos and desert to attend.  Carson City is the capitol of the State of Nevada 
and the site of a U.S. Mint…because of the silver mines.  
 
The celebration was held in the gorgeous Governor’s Mansion, where Incoming 
S.I.C.C. President Karen Hurles  greeted guests. Carson City Mayor Marv 
Texeira presented a Proclamation recognizing and congratulating S.I. Carson 
City.  A letter from S.I. President Tes  Chou  was read out loud, and many past 
presidents attended, including our very own Nanell.  The Past Presidents each 
brought their Presidency scrapbooks full of letters, photos, news clippings and 
other memorabilia about their Presidential terms.  
 
Outgoing S.I.C.C. President Bev Saunders presided over the event, featuring 3 
different cakes, punch, flowers for all the past presidents, and collage boards 
depicting the club’s 50-year history of service. Helen Mullins, one of the 
chartering members in 1957, came out from Tulsa, Oklahoma to take part in the 
occasion.  Sierra Nevada Region Governor-Elect Sue Camp attended and 
agreed to visit our club for Founder’s Day in October!  
 

 
McHUGH SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS CHECK IN  

2006 Winner: JENNY HUANG “Dear Ms. Gail Dekreon: My summer 
session 2 will begin from August 06-Sept 14, I think the Finals begin on Sept 10 
or 11? I am not sure, but I think 90% I am able to join the meeting on Sept 11!! 
Hope, I can see you on Sept 11!! Again! I really appreciate the power and 
encouragement you and the club gave me! Thank you very much!!Sincerely, 
JennyHuang” (Editor’s Note: Jenny is taking both of the offered Summer Sessions at UC 
Davis; she will be in school through September 14, 200. She earned the last two 
installments of her McHugh Scholarship by bringing her GPA up from 1.0 in her Fall 
Quarter to 2.97 in the Winter Quarter and a 3.12 GPA in her Spring Quarter! ) 

2007 Winner: KIONG HUNG FONG Hung has decided to attend UC 
Riverside in Southern California. She stays in touch with Pres Gail by both 
telephone and email. 
2007 Winner: SOPHIE NG “I’ll be headed off to the sunny beaches by UC 
San Diego in September. This [last high school] semester has felt so long and 
short at the same time. AP [Advanced Performance] exams were a really stressful 
time for me, but most of my classes were a lot more relaxed after they were over”. 
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DID YOU KNOW…. 
 

We are Soroptimists-not 
Sorops. 

 

We are Members- not sisters 
or girls. 

 

We have overseas or sister 
clubs not “foreign clubs”. 

 

Our region and districts are 
composed of clubs-not 
chapters. 

 

We are a federation- not 
national or federal. 

 

We have a Soroptimist 
pledge-not a creed or motto. 

 

We attend  

a club or district MEETING, 
region CONFERENCE, 
federation or international 
CONVENTION. 

 

We elect region officers- not 
regional officers. 

 

We believe in Soroptimist- not 
“Soroptimism”. 

 

By custom we wear our 
Membership Pin on the left side, 

close to the heart. 

 

 
FAN MAIL 

 
NOTES FROM OUR LIFE MEMBERS!!!  

 
 
May 18, 2007 
 
Dear Gail, 
I was very pleased to hear from you and receive the copies of the newsletter, the agenda 
and finally a financial statement. We have asked for a financial statement for several years 
now. The Georgia McHugh and Martha Schaeffer funds were created when we were active 
members and it is nice to see that those funds have flourished, and the club is on a 
financially sound basis. 
 
It is amazing that the older you get the less you go out in the evening especially if you have 
to drive. I didn’t believe it either?? Therefore, a luncheon would be ideal and Marin would 
be fine. Parking is easier in Marin for the most part. All I ask is that there not be a 
fundraiser attached to the event. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and your thoughtfulness in communicating with the Life 
Members, 
 
Sincerely, 
LIGIA VIALES (Editor’s note: Member since July 1970) 

 
 
Dear Gail, 
Thank you for sending the Soroptimist Newsletter. I so enjoyed it. Good writing and so 
interesting to me.  I loved being a Soroptimist while I was working. So many good times 
and good friends. Most of the friends I have today are ones I met at the club. 
 
I no longer drive at night so cannot attend evening meetings. I find most of my friends are 
like me, don’t drive at night. I would love to attend a Tea for Life Members. If held during 
the day I could drive almost any place. I like the idea of a brunch or lunch. I drive to Marin 
once a month to play bridge so that is no problem. Close to BART would also be nice since 
we now have it in Millbrae. I take it to the city for lunch and shopping. 
 
Thank you, 
MAJA PETERS (Editor’s note: Member since August 1965) 
 

 
June 5, 2007 
 
Dear Gail, 
 
Please accept my apologies for not thanking you sooner for the lovely letter and copies of 
the Club Bulletins. This has been an exceptionally busy year for me and I am just now able 
to go through that pile on the left hand side of my desk-all those nice things that I did want 
to read and to acknowledge. 
 
I truly enjoyed the bulletins – please keep them coming. Also, all of the life members would 
appreciate receiving copies of at least the annual financial reports. We do like to keep in 
touch even though most of us no longer drive after dark. 
 
Thanks so much for sending the bulletins. I promise to acknowledge them more promptly 
than this. I wish you and the club a very successful year. 
Sincerely, 
MAIDA BARRICK (Editor’s note: Member since February 1972) 
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Finding SOROPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL OF THE 

AMERICAS (SIA) on the Web  

We are part of a Federation of Soroptimist 
Clubs. We are in the Soroptimist 
International of the Americas, Inc. 
Federation (SIA) and are one of four 
federations within Soroptimist International. 

To get more information about Soroptimist 
Federation, go to the address below and 
log in. Your 6-digit member number (found 
on your SIA magazine label or in our Club 
Roster) is both your name and password 
for login purposes…you can change it once 
you are logged in. 

http://www.soroptimist.org/sia 

 

SIA FUNDRAISER 

Enter to win an opportunity to be SIA’s 
Executive Director for a day!!!!  

Tickets are available for a donation of $20. 
The drawing will be held at the Soroptimist 
Professional Development Seminar on 
August 25, 2007. 

You can buy tickets at the Seminar or go to 
www.soroptimist.org for rules and info. 

The winner receives: 

A trip to Philadelphia for 2 days, includes 
airfare, hotel, meals, etc.  

An opportunity to shadow Director Leigh for 
a day.  

A chance to tour headquarters and meet 
staff.  

A dream stay in Philadelphia, home of 
Soroptimist headquarters. 

 

 

WHAT ARE FOUNDER’S PENNIES???? 

Did you wonder about the $3.48 of your 
dues that are paid to “Founder’s Pennies”? 

What are they anyway? Right after World 
War II, the Madam Noel Club collected 
pennies from all Soroptimists to raise 
money to help the European Clubs get 
back on their feet. It is raised 4 cents every 
year of our existence. 

All the pennies go to SIA’s Service budget. 

 
 

 
…more  NOTES FROM OUR LIFE MEMBERS!!!  
 
 

 
6-26-07 
 
Dear SISF, 
Was a cozy, tasty installation. Thanks for keeping on! 
 
Fondly, 
JEANETTE [SULLIVAN]  (Editor’s note: Member since February 1957) 
 
 

 
Tuesday, June 26, 2007 
Dear Nanell- 
Thanks so much for lending me “Hugs”. As it happened, our program last night was such 
that I did not use it. BUT, I shall use it next time! 
 
Thanks again. – by the way we really enjoyed the installation and tea shoppe. 
 
It looks as thought the Club is in good hands. Best of luck to all of you. 
 
Sincerely, 
MAIDA [BARRICK] 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE – Invitations coming soon…  
 

 
Life Members LIGIA VIALES and JEANNETE SULLIVAN, with Past President Andrea Hall 

at the Installation Tea June 24th 

 
LIFE MEMBER TEA  

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2007  
NOON TO 3:OO P.M. 

At Member Xenia Rosen’s Home & Garden  
San Bruno, CA 

 
We will provide shuttle rides from BART to Xenia’s house. 
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SISF President Gail’s 

4 “F”s: 

Fun, Friendship, Focus, and Future  

 

 

 
 

Soroptimist International of SAN FRANCISCO 
Club #117117, Founded March 6, 1922 

 
 Pres. Gail’s goals for S.I. of San Francisco Club 2007-08: 
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FUN –A source of enjoyment, amusement, or pleasure. To behave 
playfully; joke. Once a month we will eat and drink while enjoying each 
other’s company in meetings and planning events. We will connect with 
other Soroptimist clubs in other Regions and Countries via email.  We will 
produce a fabulous Awards luncheon or dinner; caravan to Big Basin to 
visit the Soroptimist Grove and picnic. We will hike April 25-27, 2008 at 
Tenya Lodge in Yosemite for the 2008 Sierra Pacific Region Conference, 
and try authentic Chinese cuisine in Taipei, Taiwan, for the Soroptimist 
International of the Americas Convention in 2008.  

FRIENDSHIP -The tendency to desire what is best for the other, 
sympathy and empathy, honesty, perhaps in situations where it may 
be difficult for others to speak the truth, mutual understanding. We 
will share our successes, and support each other during difficult times with 
our work and in our personal lives. Our friendships will unite us, 
strengthening and boosting our club’s ability to improve the lives of women 
and girls. 

FOCUS – To direct toward a common center, channel, concentrate, 
converge, and focalize. To devote (oneself or one's efforts): 
address, apply, bend, buckle down, concentrate, dedicate, devote, 
direct, give, turn. We will draw upon the talents, gifts, and resources of 
our members to find or create a “signature project” and service projects for 
our club. We will partner with established organizations whose work 
improves the lives of women and girls to raise money and provide 
services. We will participate in the Saturday of Service (SOS) in March 
2008 and get to wear red T-shirts. 

FUTURE- The indefinite time yet to come; time that is yet to be: by-
and-by, hereafter. Chance of success or advancement: outlook, 
prospect. Being or occurring in the time ahead. We will bring more of 
our friends and co-workers in to meet us and enjoy our club. We will 
“brainstorm” and plan for the Soroptimist International of the America’s 
Federation Convention in San Francisco in the year 2010!!! 
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