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March & April 2007 Volume 3, Number 6 
Soror \ [Latin] sister    
Optimus \ [Latin] best  
 

Coming up: 
2007 

 

March -  

Feb 1 – Mar 31 Nominating Comm. to 
meet and propose slate 
1. SISF Board Meeting @ 
Schroeder’s Restaurant 
1.Deadline for club WOA winners to 
region & Deadline for MADWA region 
honorees to HQ 
2 HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISABELLE 
HEMPHILL-BROWN 
2-4 Federation Brd of Dir. meeting 
3 Saturday of Service 
8 International Women’s Day 
10 DEADLINE PROGRAM FOCUS 
REPORTS DUE TO SIA & Gov Elect 
13 SISF Monthly Meeting @ 
Delancey Street Restaurant 
15 Deadline for VR Award recipients at 
HQ 
22 Soroptimist Club Grants for Women 
and Girls proposals due to HQ 
22 Submit names of deceased club 
members for Celebration of Life to 
Region 
24 SISF 85TH ANNIVERSARY & 
AWARDS DINNER 
25 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JUDY LEE 
28 HAPPY BIRTHDAY DENISE KENT 
31 HAPPY BIRTHDAY KERRY 
MURPHY 
31. ORDER NEW OFFICER PINS 
FOR INSTALLATION AND MEMBER 
RECOGNITION ITEMS 

 

 
HAPPY 85 th ANNIVERSARY SISF!!!  

 

 
Dear Soroptimists,   
In March, Soroptimist International of San Francisco celebrates 85 years of 
service. I'm looking forward to our fabulous award ceremony and celebration on 
March 24 and hope to see all of you there as we celebrate SISF past, present, 
and future.  
 
I'm also pleased to announce that after being placed on probation for low 
membership, Soroptimist International of San Francisco is once again a club in 
good standing. Warmest welcomes once again to Robin, Carla, and Angela, our 
newest members, who helped make this possible.  
 
I would also like to extend our warmest welcomes to potential member Polly who 
attended the holiday party and the February meeting.  Hopefully, Polly will join us 
in the near future.  
 
I would also like to extend best wishes to Barbara in her new club.  We will miss 
her!  
 
Here's to our thriving club and another 85 prosperous years! 
 
Sincerely, 
President Andrea 
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April -  

5. HAPPY BIRTHDAY WILLA SIMS 
5. SISF Board Meeting @ 
Schroeder’s Restaurant 
7. HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARCIA DUNN 
10. SISF Monthly Meeting @ 
Delancey Street Restaurant 
10. Nominating Comm. announces 
slate of candidates 
15. HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARY LOU 
SLUSHER 
19. SI of Los Gatos-Saratoga 12th 
Annual Spring Fling Fashion Show & 
Luncheon, Villa Ragusa, Campbell 
27. HAPPY BIRTHDAY ANDREA 
HALL 
28 SI of Santa Clara Annual Fund 
Raiser “Wild, Wild West-Casino 
Corral” at Triton Museum of Art 
29. PRES ANDREA’S WEDDING TO 
NICK CUCCIA, Albany Veterans 
Memorial building, Albany, CA 
30. Donation to Yosemite High School 
S Club due to Region 

 

May -  

3. SISF Board Meeting @ 
Schroeder’s Restaurant 
4. HAPPY BIRTHDAY MAUREEN 
SULLIVAN 
4-6 Sierra Pacific Region Conference, 
Hyatt Regency, Burlingame 
6. SPR Leadership Meeting- Hyatt 
Regency, Burlingame 
13 HAPPY BIRTHDAY FRANCES 
SHANAHAN MEDEIROS 
15 SISF Monthly Meeting @ 
Delancey Street Restaurant 
15. ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS 
AND BOARD FOR SISF 
19.Lollipop Family Fun Run benefiting 
Girls on the Run SF 
19. SI of Twain Harte’s 11th Annual 
Twain Harte a la Carte, Meadow Plaza, 
Twain Harte 
21 HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVA WALTER 
30 HAPPY BIRTHDAY BARBARA 
GIAMBASTINI 
31. DEADLINE- SPR Directory 
Information form due to SPR Governor 
and cc District II Director 
 

 
NEW MEMBER!!!  

ANGELA SHEEHAN  
 I’m a southern California native.  After high school I chose to skip college and 
pursue my dream of being a floral designer.  After about 2 years of cleaning 
mildew-filled buckets, dethorning roses and making countless corsages and 
funeral arrangements, I decided that floral design wasn’t the glamorous life often 
portrayed in movies.  I 
then went to work as an 
office administrator 
and eventually 
ended up at a mid-sized 
CPA firm in Newport 
Beach.  The four partners 
of the firm compelled 
me to further my 
education and fostered 
my professional 
growth as an accountant.  
I finally obtained a 
Bachelors of Science in 
Management from Pepperdine University in 2003.  Growing tired of the lack of 
culture and diversity in Orange County, I plotted out the pros and cons of every 
major metropolitan area and felt that San Francisco was the best fit for me.  I 
moved to Northern California just over three years ago and I am very delighted 
that I did.  The people here are fantastic and the depth of culture and diversity is 
incredible.  Just about two years ago I married my husband, Kevin Sheehan, who 
just happened to be my high-school heartthrob.  (I think it’s a fairly romantic story 
which I won’t bore you with now but do love to tell the story to anyone that’s 
willing to listen.)  We currently live in Concord with our dog, Sydney and cat, 
Parker and spend our free time renovating our home, hiking and traveling when 
possible. 
 

ANOTHER NEW MEMBER!!!  
CARLA ARMSTRONG  

 
When asked I always say 
I am from everywhere 
and nowhere, and that's 
really the story of any 
military brat.  My father 
was in the army so as a 
kid I traveled 
everywhere.  I went to 
ten different schools and 
lived everywhere from 
Germany to Hawaii.  I 
graduated from high 
school in Hawaii and 

ended up in San Francisco, in 1985, because it was my father's last duty 
station.  I had my first son when I was nineteen and that probably got me on a 
serious path. I am a single mother of two sons who are now sixteen and twenty.  
After my first son's birth, I started going to school and although it took me ten 
years I got my AA degree from City College of San Francisco.  I transferred to 
University of Phoenix and received my Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting 
in March 2000.  I started my career in public service and left it for two years to do 
corporate accounting, while I learned a lot I found it was not for me and went back 
to public service as I feel a fulfillment in being able to know that a piece of what I 
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T- SHIRTS and TOTE BAGS 

ON SALE NOW!!!!  

 

Ralph & Ginger admiring the SISF TOTE-
BAG! 

Secretary Gail has YOUR Soroptimist T-
shirts and tote bags. 

Look at our new Winter  “T-shirts”. 
(Designed by Judy Lee!!)  

 ooooo awwww…   

 

 

Call or email Gail to pick up one or two. 
Don’t be the only Soroptimist without 

one! 

 

 

 

 

SISF Newsletter 

Editor: Gail Dekreon 

Contributors: Gail Dekreon, Andrea Hall, 
Carla Armstrong, Angela Sheehan, Robin 
Horca, Angelika Rappe & Rico Horca, 
photographers, 

 

do supports the taxpayers in this nation (it sounds trite but I want government to 
serve the people as it should and I work with pride in public service).  I recently 
switched from being the Controller at the Presidio Trust to being on staff as an 
accountant for the South Pacific Regional Business Center of the US Army Corps 
of Engineers.  It is a step between working at the national level and the 
department level, and I hope to sharpen my presentation and political skills while I 
am there, and also get a little life balance.  I am considering my next venture in 
education to be a Master's in Public Administration. 
 

AND ANOTHER NEW MEMBER!!!  
ROBIN HORCA 
Our newest member, Robin Horca, comes to us via a mother, grandmother and 2 
stepmothers who are all members of the Benicia Soroptimist.  She initially came 
to the city to earn her Baking and 
Pastry Arts degree from the 
California Culinary Academy.  After 4 
years of baking at notable 
establishments like the Fairmont and 
The Four Seasons here in San 
Francisco she decided to take a 3-
year surf vacation in Maui.   
During her stay in “The Valley Isle” 
she attended small business and 
accounting courses at the University 
of Hawaii and mastered the art of 
“shredding”.  Realizing that she would never be able to afford surfboards on a 
chef salary she made the jump to art consulting in 2004 and has been working for 
galleries ever since.  She currently works at Lahaina Galleries San Francisco 
located near our very own Ghiaradelli Square. 

  
  

2007 SISF IDENTIFYING PROJECTS WINNERS 

 
(From left to right): MC Cathi Cochrane; AILEEN CLARKE HERNANDEZ, 2007 
Making a Difference for Women Awardee, SISF Pres. Andrea Hall, Assemblyman 
Mark Leno, ROBIN XU, 2007 Women’s Opportunity Award winner; SANDY XIE, 
2007 Violet Richardson Award winner. 

ROBIN XU HAS JUST BEEN ANNOUNCED AS THE 2 ND PLACE WINNER OF 
THE SIERRA PACIFIC REGION’S WOMEN’S OPPORTUNITY AWA RD!!!  
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www.sfsoroptimist.org 

www.soroptimistspr.org/district2/sanfra
ncisco.html 

Email: sisf-board@sfsoroptimist.org  

 

 

Note from the Editor: 

Happy Spring!! 

Your Editor was co-Coordinator of our 
fabulous 85th Anniversary & Awards 
Dinner, causing her to neglect her 
Newsletter duties AGAIN. The result is 
another combined Newsletter for 
March and April. (P.S. My new kitchen 
is fabulous!) 

 Editor 

 

 

 

EMAIL FROM 2006 McHUGH  

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER JENNY 
HUANG: 

 
Dear Ms.GailDekreon: 
  
          Hi! This is HuangJenny, I was 
studying hard during the winter quarter 
to struggle for a GPA of 2.75, and I 
achieved! I am so happy right now, 
and I very appreciate the best wish and 
great encouragement that you have 
made to me! Here's the attachment of 
my winter quarter's GPA, I hope the 
scholarship can be re-register!!!! my 
student ID is 993163818. Thank you 
very much!!! 
  
Sincerely, 
JennyHuang 

(Editor’s note: Jenny’s GPA for the 
Winter Quarter 2007 is 2.94! Her Fall 
Quarter 2006 GPA was 1.00)) 

 

  
 

McHUGH SCHOLARSHIP 2007 WINNERS 
 

KIONG HUNG FONG and SOPHIE NG 
 

 

 
The Georgia McHugh Scholarships  will go to Kiong Hung Fong , a senior at 
Galileo Academy of Science and Technology, and Sophie Ng , a senior at Lowell 
High School in San Francisco. Georgia McHugh was a Vice President of the 
American Express Insurance Company and a long time member of the 
Soroptimist International of San Francisco Club. She left a considerable bequest 
to Soroptimist San Francisco to invest and use the interest to award a college 
scholarship in her name. This year the scholarship goes to two deserving 
students attending high school in San Francisco who plan to attend college or 
university in California. It is awarded based upon scholarship, leadership, 
community service, and financial need. The $5000.00 award will be paid directly 
toward the winner's first year tuition at their intended university. 
 
Ms Fong  is a senior at Galileo Academy of Science and Technology in San  
Francisco. She is a sports enthusiast and is the Captain of her Varsity Softball 
Team and was the Captain of her Junior Varsity Basketball Team. She is also 
President of her school's Student Court. Ms. Fong’s father died when she was six 
years old. She is the youngest of seven children and will be the first in her family 
to go to college. Her first choice is UC Irvine, and her second choice is U.C.L.A. 
The other winner Ms. Sophie Ng  is very interested in a career in the medical field 
and hopes to eventually attend medical school. She is President of her school's 
Premed Club, as well as Co-Captain of the Junior Varsity Gymnastics Team. Ms. 
Ng is the oldest of three girls in a single parent home. Her father died when she 
was very young; since Middle school she has worked 20 hours a week giving her 
paycheck to her mother to help support her family. Ms. Ng knows she is a role 
model for her younger sisters and is determined to succeed in college. Her first 
choice for college is U.C.L.A., and her second choice is Univ. of Southern 
California. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTER CONTEST 

Subject: Domestic Violence 
Awareness 

Or 

Stop Domestic Violence 

The Poster contest runs from April 1 
to May 11, 2007. The deadline is May 
11, 2007. 

The winner will receive a check for 
$250.00 and the winner’s school will 
also receive a check for $250.00. 

Send or deliver your poster and 
entry form to :Soroptimist; c/o MG 
West; 611 Mission St., 3 rd Flr.; San 
Francisco, CA 94105 

For more information call 415-241-
0410 

 

 

 

BIG BASIN FRIENDSHIP DAY 

Saturday 

September 15, 2007 

Big Basin Redwoods State Park 

21600 Big Basin Way 

Boulder Creek, CA 

10:30 a.m. at Amphitheater across from 
the Park’s Visitor’s Center 

The day will begin with a short program and 
celebration of life ceremony at the campsite 
(amphitheater), followed by a time for 
friendship and time to eat your bag lunch. 
Guided walks to the Soroptimist Grove II or 
other trails will be available after the 
ceremony.  You must bring your own bag 
lunch. The event is free, but there is a $6 
parking fee per automobile. 

Info: Faye Baur-Big Basin Coordinator 
(805) 545-0114; fayebaur@hotmail.com 

 
CONGRATULATORY LETTER FROM SIA PRESIDENT TES CHOA 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


