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November -

2. Board Meeting at Nanell's US
Bank, enter corner of Pine & Davis
at6 pm

7-8 Region Board Meeting - Los
Banos - CANCELLED

10. DINNER MEETING AT
DELANCEY ST. RESTAURANT 6
pm

10.HAPPY BIRTHDAY TERI
JACKSON

15 Filing of tax forms - IRS, State,
Attorney General

17. HAPPY BIRTHDAY
CELESTE LANE

25 Soroptimist Workplace
Campaign to End Domestic
Violence

25.U.N.International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against
Women

December —

1. Violet Richardson Award
applications due

2. International Day for Abolition of
Slavery, Stop Trafficking

4. Sl of San Francisco Board
Meeting at Dee Schoen’s home
5. Cookie Baking for the girls at
Youth Guidance Center

10. President December 10 ™
Appeal

10. U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS DAY
14. HAPPY BIRTHDAY MAJA
PETERS

15. Deadline to submit nominee
names for Region officers and
District Directors

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Pres Nanell & Linda Mihara at Life Member Tea

Pres Nanell & Member Celeste
at Madonna Residence Halloween Party

Dear Soroptimists,

Our Fall Season has been off to a good start!

All of our games this Fall have been a win-win with our very successful Halloween Party at
the Madonna House Residence for Elderly Women, the One Warm Coat project where we
donated 800 coats to teenage girls, finishing up with adding four new members!

We have been complete in all of our passes! (EDITOR’S NOTE: what does that
MEAN???7?)

With great sadness | must announce that | am leaving the City of San Francisco...but the
good news is | am still coaching (TRANSLATION: she will continue to perform her duties
as President), via the internet! The club and the friendships | have made in San Francisco
mean so much to me!

We have some big games for December: (1) the Cookie Baking Party for the girls at the
Youth Guidance Center , coached by Board Member Nicole , and (2) the Salvation Army
Adopt-a-Family project, coached by new member Cheryl Addleman

Best wishes to all of you for the Thanksgiving Holiday, and | will see you in January for the
“Super Bowl” ! (EDITOR’S NOTE: the Jan 11" “Stop Sexual Trafficking of Women and
Girls acknowledgment and service date).

Don't forget our reaIIX big game is our 88 B Anniversary and Awards Dinner on
Saturday March 20 ™ at the HOTEL WHITCOMBI!!

Sincerely,

President Nanell
(Editor’'s Note: translations from Sports terms to plain English, in parentheses, are courtesy of your
Editor).



16. Holiday Party for the girls SERVICE PROJECTS:

incarcerated at the Youth
Guidance Center

25. CHRISTMAS

27. HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMBER

S.l. of San Francisco and Queen’s Bench
HOLIDAY PARTY

JOHNSON for the Girls incarcerated at the Youth
Guidance Center of S. F. Wednesday,
December 16, 2009
2010
JANUARY -

1. deadline for submissions to
“Best for Women” magazine
and International Soroptimist
magazine

4. S| of San Francisco Board
Meeting at Dee Schoen’s house
11. United States National Day
of Human Trafficking

Queen’s Bench

welcomed us for the third

year in supporting their holiday party for the mcarcerated girls in Unit 5 of the
Youth Gwdance Center, Wednesday,

Awareness December 16", from 6:45 pm to 8:30 pm.

12. DINNER MEETING AT

DELANCEY STREET We baked cookies for the girls at our own
RESTAURANT featuring “Kids December Holiday Party , Saturday Dec 5" at
Cooking for Life” Nicole’s beautiful home. We inducted new

15. Ruby Award (Women

Making a Difference for Women)
nominee deadline to Region

15. Violet Richardson Award, club
winner deadline to Region

18. REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR.’S BIRTHDAY

member Cheryl in front of members, friends,
and family with Virtual President Nanell in

v attendance via Skype. As gifts for the girls at
YGC we filled colorful bags with cosmetics and toiletries and fifteen coats from
the “One Warm Coat” project

21. deadline for “Soroptimist Queen’s Bench visits the Girls Unit the 1% and 3" Wednesday of every month. If
Celebrating Success” applications  You are interested in volunteering contact Nancy at nancy.walter@shbcglobal.net
23. HAPPY BIRTHDAY BILL or 415-586-3220.
CRABHORD _ TRANSITIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS:
23-24. Region Board Meeting PRESIDENT NANELL RELOCATES TO SIMI VALLEY

IN VENTURA COUNTY, BECOMING

THE 1°" VIRTUAL PRESIDENT OF S.I. of SAN FRANCISCO

SISF Newsletter

Editor: Gail Dekreon o
The City in the Country™
President Nanell accepted
a Co-Manager position with

U.S. Bank in Simi Valley
and moved November 15th.
She and husband Doug
found a home in the City of
Westlake Village, adopted a
dog-named Lucas and are
enjoying the inland cold of
Southern California.

Contributors: Gail Dekreon, Nanell Mawbey,
Barbara Giambastini, Nicole Friedman, Diana
Owyang, Rebecca Brian, Cheryl Addleman

www.sfsoroptimist.org

Email: sisf-board@sfsoroptimist.org

Pres. Nanell's Good-Bye Party at Schroeder’s Restaurant:

(left to right) Diana, Judy, Jim, NANELL, Carla and Mary Lou

President Nanell continues with her presidential duties via email and telephone (her
preferred method of communication). She conducts the Board Meetings with Vlce
President Dee through “SKYPE” and will be physically present for our March 20" g™
Anniversary & Awards Dinner , the Sierra Pacific Region Conference in April , and the
Soroptimist International of the Americas Conventio ninJuly, i t' s like she is stiII here!



FEBRUARY —

1. form nomination committee for
new club officers and board

1. S.I. of San Francisco Board
meeting at Dee Schoen’s home
1. Women Opportunity Award
winner name due to Region

9. Dinner Meeting at Delancey
Street Restaurant

15. PRESIDENT’S DAY

15. Fellowship Award
applications due to the Region
19. mail ballot for SIA 2010-2011
President-Elect

21. HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MICHELLE FORSHNER

24. HAPPY BIRTHDAY MAIDA
BARRICK

MARCH —hbusy busy busy

1. S.1. of San Francisco Board
meeting at Dee Schoen’s home
1. deadline to send in nhame of
club Women Opportunity Award
winner

6. SATURDAY OF SERVICE
(SOS) for Bayview Mission

8. UNITED NATIONS
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S
DAY

SIA’s Live Your Dream Day

9. Dinner Meeting at Delancey
Street Restaurant

15. SIA Convention fees due

15. deadline for Program Focus
Reports

15. deadline for 3 best
Newsletters to Region

15. Membership Recruitment
Drive ends

18. deadline for proposals for
SIA’s Club Grants

20. Sl of San Francisco’s 88
ANNIVERSARY & AWARDS
DINNER @ HOTEL WHITCOMB
or as Pres. Nanell's says: “© The
Big Game!!”

22. submit names of deceased
members to Region

26. deadline for Public Awareness
Award form to Region

27. S Club Conference @
Modesto Center Plaza

24. HAPPY BIRTHDAY DENISE
KENT

24, HAPPY BIRTHDAY JUDY
LEE

31. deadline for names and
coupons for Membership contest
to Region

IT'S AGO!Il OUR BIG GAME WILL BE HELD AT THE
HISTORICAL HOTEL WHITCOMB !

Soroptimist International of San Francisco’s
88™ Anniversary & Awards Dinner
Saturday, March 20, 2009

Thank Xou to member Rebecca Brian and President Nanell for negotiating the venue for
our 88" Anniversary and Awards Dinner, to be held Saturday March 20, 2010!

We will honor our winners of the Ruby Award , the Women’s Opportunity Award , the
Violet Richardson Award , the Georgia McHugh Scholarship, the Mary W. Barnard
Memorial Grant and the Domestic Violence Awareness Poster Contest

This “affair” is the highlight of our Soroptimist Club Year...every member comes forward
with some contribution or talent to make this a wonderful dinner. It just feels so good to
give money and honors to accomplished women, girls starting college, talented youth, and
women remaking their lives.

Tickets are $85.00. Every member is trying to fill a table with their friends and family. The
net proceeds of $45.00 are tax deductible. We use the money to fund our service projects
throughout the year, such as the “Shelter from the Storm Domestic Violence Awareness
Campaign”, and our scholarships and grants. We have great raffle prizes...and the food is
sumptuous! (Featuring grilled chicken breast with skewer jumbo prawns, saffron rice, and
3-layer chocolate mousse....as well as vegetables and salad).

To get involved or to get more information contact members REBECCA BRIAN and
CHERYL ADDLEMAN, their contact information is in your Club Rosters.

SERVICE PROJECTS:
S.l. of San Francisco’'s RUBY AWARD WINNER:
OLGA MURRAY
Founder of Nepalese Youth Opportunity Foundation

Olga Murray. | n Nepal, the Nepalese Youth Opportunity Foundation
kids call her "Olga didi," meaning "older sister." President of NYOF's
board, Olga Murray is living proof that getting older doesn't mean
slowing down. During the 1950’s she worked her way through school
and law school but found that no law firm would hire a woman. So
Olga knocked on the door of the California Supreme Court, where she
became a research attorney for Chief Justice Phil Gibson. During her
37-year tenure at the Court, Olga helped to write important decisions
in the areas of civil and women's rights. She retired in 1992 to launch
yet another career—helping impoverished children in Nepal. Olga
spends most of each year in Nepal overseeing NYOF's projects, and the rest of her time in
Sausalito, California raising funds for NYOF—redefining just what a didi can do.

In 1998 her organization worked closely with villagers to develop an innovative, effective
means of preventing the practice of selling daughters. This "indentured daughters”

program was so successful that it quadrupled in size from the
first year to the next, and since then more girls have been o F NEPALESE
saved than they could have imagined in their wildest dreams. \
Instead of being sold away, over 3000 girls now remain with
their families—and are going to school! http://www.nyof.org/

YOUTH

DPPORTUNITY FOUNDATION




SERVICE PROJECTS:

MADONNA HOUSE RESIDENCE

FOR ELDERLY WOMEN'S
HALLOWEEN PARTY
October 30, 2009!!!

% are our award recipients. o

&Qb The Soroptimist Ruby Award:
5 For Women Helping Women

78\

Formerly the Soroptimist Making a Difference for Women Award  , the newly named
Soroptimist Ruby Award: For Women Helping Women recognizes and honors the first
federation president, Ruby Lee Minar.

A ruby is a deep red gemstone associated
with wisdom, importance, vitality, strength, @QW The Hvp el It o S
vivacity, power and love: all words embodying 575\5 ) =

the strong and compassionate women who Soroptimist International

San Francisco

presents this certificlate o

The Soroptimist Ruby Award  honors
women who have worked to improve the lives  m

of women and girls through their professional = ",,,EMGA ﬁ}fﬁmﬂﬁ}f,m,m
and/or volunteer work. The program begins at
the local-level where clubs recognize a
woman in their community. Clubs submit their
entry to the region-level where the region
selects a woman to honor at the region conference. At the federation-level one woman is
selected to receive a $5,000 donation to her favorite charitable organization.

Nanail Mawbey March 20, 2010
Ciub President Date

to honor OLGA MURRY for her
and her recent work to stop the
grant of $1000.00 to the

Soroptimist International of San Francisco is proud
life long contributions to women’s and civil rights
practice of selling daughters. The Award includes a
Nepalese Youth Opportunity Foundation.

S.I. of San Francisco’s VIOLET RICHARDSON AWARD WIN NER:
GIA PHOI (KARINA) TRIEU and VIETNAMESE IN POWER (VIP)
At the VIETNAMESE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTER
The Violet Richardson Award honors young women for volunteer action by recognizing a
young woman who has demonstrated her commitment to improve the community and the
world through volunteer service.

Giaphoi (Karina) Trieu was selected out of 11 applicants to receive S.I. of San
Francisco’s Violet Richardson Award
Honoring Young Women  for their
volunteer action.

All of our applicants are incredible young
women, generous with their time and spirit.

Ms. Trieu's efforts stood out because of
her creation of the “Vietnamese in Power”
project at the Vietnamese Youth
Development Center in the Tenderloin
district of San Francisco. It is now called
“A.Y.P.S. Changes”.

Ms. Trieu observed that leadership is one of the things Vietnamese youth in San Francisco
were lacking. She recruited seven high school and college students to work together as a
team of youth leaders, implementing different events and projects helping students
develop leadership skills such as public speaking, planning, organizing, and building
awareness in the community. They developed and held ESL workshops, legal rights
workshops, domestic violence awareness classes and deportation rights workshops.

Ms. Trieu will receive an award of $250.00 plus $25 0.00 for A.Y.P.S. Changes. In
addition we will submit her name and application to the Sierra Pacific Region for one
of five awards at the Region Conference in April 20  10.



More THANK YOUs from our
beneficiaries......

Thank you so much for the clothing
donation! | wanted to confirm that
Connecting Point (Compass
Community Services) received 10
brand new jackets from your
organization on Wednesday, November
18, 2009. They will be placed in our
drop-in center’s clothing closet. We
really appreciate your efforts to keep
homeless families in the city warm!

| just wanted to thank you on behalf of
my client that received coats for her
children. She was very happy and
thankful. Homeless Prenatal Program.

Thank you to Soroptimist International
for supplying the Positive Parenthood
Project with 30 jackets. They have all
been given out to San Francisco 's most
vulnerable families. Thank you for
making their day warmer!

SERVICE PROJECTS:

‘ONE WARM COAT"...
Soroptimist Int. of San Francisco distributes
800 Aeropostale Teen Coats to over 20 San Francisco
and Youth organizations

Women

The coats arrived!!! On November 16
Soropti-mister Paul Schlotfeldt
happened to at home when a delivery
truck with only one man, the driver,
knocked on his door with a load of
coats...Paul helped him unload all the
boxes, filling his entire garage, (forcing
him to movie his precious Corvette onto

the street!)
Paul with boxes of coats.

On Wednesday November 18, 2009 Diana, Gail, Judy, Dee, and Paul , worked
for six hours sorting the coats by size and gender, filling the orders by counting
them and cramming them into bags or back into the boxes again, telephoning all
the recipients, greeting them as they arrived to pick up the coats, and helping
them stuff the boxes or bags into their cars.

All the coats were black, slightly puffy, and very cool
looking. They were also HUGE...so we were able to
satisfy everyone’s requests for sizes from tiny to extra
large.

Diana phoning & Judy sorting
We gave coats to Hamilton
Family Center, Positive
Parenthood Project, CASA
(Court Appointed Special
Advocates), Westside
CalWORKs, Homeless

Rev. Nina at Bayview Mission

Prenatal Program,
Visitacion Valley Boys & Girls Clubs of SF,
Compass Community Services, La Casa de las
Madres, 3" Street Youth Center & Clinic, Chinatown Community Development
Center, Child Protection Center, Community Housing Partnership, Leadership High
School, Girls Unit 5 at SF Youth Guidance Center, Bayview Mission, and Pathways for
Kids.

THANK YOUs from our beneficiaries......

Thank you for giving eleven coats to our children in the SRO Families Collaborative
Program. Our children are very happy with their new coats and staying warm in this cold
weather. We appreciate your efforts in helping our families. Wish you all a great holiday
season and new year! Best regards, Angela Chu, Chinatown Community Dev. Center

We, Boys & Girls Clubs of San Francisco Visitacion Va lley Clubhouse , would like to
thank you for your kind donation of five warm coats. We were able to give these coats to
the young female members that we serve. This kind donation is deeply appreciated
especially in these economic and cold times. Once again, we want to thank all the
organizations that help make this possible and we hope that we can continue to receive
your support and love. We wish you a blessed holiday season. Erin Haywood.

On behalf of the homeless children and families at Hamilton Family Center , | would like to
thank you for your recent donation of 80 brand new, warm winter coats from Aeropostale.
Your support is essential for the success of our mission and it has gone directly toward
helping the youth in our programs stay warm and cared for this winter season.



“Soroptimist Making a Difference”
Governor
Barbara
Giambastini
(S.l. Tracy)
Sierra Pacific
Region
2008-2010

SIERRA PACIFIC REGION MAP

The Sierra Pacific Region is located in
Central California.

Our members are divided into 43 clubs in
five districts, each district with its own
director who serves on the region’s board
of directors.

District Il , our District, includes
Burlingame-San Mateo/Mid Peninsula, Los
Gatos-Saratoga, Millbrae-San Bruno, North
San Mateo County, San Francisco, Santa
Clara, and Silicon Valley, in purple in the
map above .

http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.a
SpX.

Use the links on the GoodSearch page to click
through to your favorite store before you begin
shopping. Just by doing this, the retailer donates
a percentage of your sale to the GoodSearch
charity of your choice. Hundreds of retailers are
participating! It's that easy to donate to
Soroptimist through GoodShop!
Thanks for using GoodSearch and GoodShop
to help Soroptimist.

NEWS FROM THE SIERRA PACIFIC REGION
and DISTRICT II

Barbara Irli

(S.I. North San Mateo)

Director, District Il

2009-2010

Sierra Pacific Region

Soroptimist International of the Americas

A MESSAGE FROM GOVERNOR BARBARA

New Year's Greetings!

On behalf of the Sierra Pacific Region Board | would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for all the
incredible work that you do as Soroptimists.

As Soroptimists we are committed to improving the lives
of women and girls. Our Soroptimist programs and our
local women and girl-focused projects are how we prove
to the communities and to the world that we are who we
say we are, and that we do what we say we do.

Collectively, during this past club year, the Soroptimists
in SIA helped 20,000 women live their dreams of a better life
dollars distributed through the federation programs.

with more than 2 million

Soroptimist Club Grants for Women and Girls are given to clubs to start or continue
projects in their communities that improve the lives of women and girls in keeping with our
mission. Once again $175,000 in funds will be available. The deadline for SIA to receive
your proposal is March 18, 2010.

Soroptimists Celebrating Success  annual awards program recognizes successful club
projects that improve the lives of women and girls and that promote Soroptimist as an
organization with that mission. The categories encompass the four areas of the SIA
Strategic Plan. Entries are due at SIA by January 21, 2010.  The Region finalists in each
category will be recognized at Spring Conference.

During our District Meetings we heard about many club projects that benefit women
and/or girls and | have been reading in many club newsletters other projects that are very
successful. The Soroptimists Celebrating Success is your opportunity to “Toot Your
Horn” about a successful club project in Program, Fundraising, Membership and Public
Awareness.

In these times of economic uncertainty it is more important than ever that Soroptimist is our
charity of choice. Support of the Club Campaign is crucial to the success of improving
women and girls lives throughout the world.

Again, thank you for all that you do as Soroptimists.

Sincerely, Governor Barbara
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Soroptimist Best for Women magazine serves
as SlA’s official publication and the primary
internal communication vehicle for members. It is
mailed to members four times a year and
includes feature stories about women'’s issues
and Soroptimist programs; updates on
Soroptimist efforts; and recognition of our
accomplishments. Submissions about members
and worthwhile women- and girl-focused club
projects are encouraged.

Join the Best for Women Blog

LEIGH WINTZ’ VIDEO BLOG:
http://www.soroptimist.org/members/Leigh_
vlog.html

Sharon Fisher, SIA
President-elect is from
Western Canada, she began
her one-year term as
president-elect on
September 1, 2009. As the
president-elect, Sharon
assists the president with
overseeing the strategic planning and program

develoiment for the orianization.

Live Your Dream Campaign
Launched in conjunction with International
Women'’s Day (March 8), the Live Your Dream
campaign inspires women from all walks of life to
live their dreams and encourages them to pass
on their good fortune to others. For information
or questions about the Live Your Dream
campaign, contact us at:
info@liveyourdreamcampaign.org. or 215-893-
9000 or visit www.soroptimist.org/

Finding SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
OF THE AMERICAS (SIA) on the Web

We are part of a Federation of Soroptimist Clubs.
We are in the Soroptimist International of the
Americas, Inc. Federation (SIA), one of four
federations within Soroptimist International.

To get information on Soroptimist International of
the Americas Federation, go to the address
below and log in. Your 6-digit member number
(it's on your SIA magazine label or in our Club
Roster) is both your ID and password for login
purposes...you can change it once you log in.
http://www.soroptimist.org/

NEWS FROM SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
of the AMERICAS

Catherine Standiford
(S.I. Garden Grove, California)
2009-2010 President
President’s Blog: http://president.soroptimist.org/

Meet 2009-2010 SIA President Cathy Standiford

Cathy was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and lived in several states while
growing up. Her immediate family all live in Tucson, Arizona. Cathy left Tucson
for college in California, and has lived in California ever since. She earned a B.A.
degree in Perspectives of Human Behavior from Whittier College. In addition,
Cathy is a Credentialed Manager through the International City/County
Management Association (ICMA) and returned to school to earn a master’s
degree in business and public administration (MBPA).

Cathy joined Soroptimist because she wanted to give something back to the
community that was paying her salary. She believes that our world’s problems
are too big and complex for one part of civil society, the government, to solve
alone, and that the engagement and involvement of volunteer organizations helps
us effectively address community needs. Volunteers often make the difference
between good programs and services and great ones.

“Most people desire to be part of something bigger than themselves.
Volunteerism fills that need for many of us; Soroptimist certainly fills that need in
me.”

Army of Women to prevent Breast Cancer
Soroptimist is a supporter of the Love/Avon Army of Women , a groundbreaking
initiative launched in October 2008 by the Dr. Susan Love Research
Foundation and the Avon Foundation . The Army of Women aims to recruit one
million women nationwide to help researchers learn what causes breast cancer
and move beyond a cure to prevention. All women across the U.S. are
encouraged to be “one in a million” by learning more and signing up at
www.armyofwomen.org.

In support of Love/Avon Army of Women, Soroptimist urges everyone to read
about the Army of Women’s latest study, the Gap Study. If you qualify for the
Gap Study, sign up, and if you don't, then please pass this information on to a
friend.

News Releases
Soroptimist Partners with Jackson Hewitt Tax Servic
Achieve their Educational Goals
Release date: 11/10/09
Organizations unite to provide laptops for women working to enhance their
educational and economic status

e to Help Women




Soroptimist International
2007-2011 Quadrennial Project
“Project Sierra, A Family and a Future”
We are partnering with the UK based
Hope and Homes for Children _, which
assists orphaned and abandoned
children in Sierra Leone, West Africa.

Go on-line at www.projectSlerra.org and check
the most recent updates.

Eight Soroptimists including President Hanne
visited Project Slerra on a Study Tour in
February 2009. Further Study Tours in January
and May 2010 will give a small number of
Soroptimists the opportunity to learn about the
project at first hand, and be ambassadors for the
Project in their Federations. Contact Sl
International Project Liaison Alison Sutherland at
project.liaison@soroptimistinternational.org to
learn how you can support Project Slerra.

Many of these girls, kidnapped, raped, and
forced to live with their captors during the wars,
had been shunned by their families for being a
single mother, and they often would have been
cast out, left to raise their children with no
support or advice and a daily struggle just to
survive. Now they are respected members of
their community and, through our mediation
work, many of them have stronger relationships
with their families.”

Soroptimist International has joined the ‘Stop the

Traffik’ Global Coalition.

http://www.stopthetraffik.org/default.aspx
LATEST NEWS!!

‘Start Freedom’ a new campaign to be
launched on October 14th 2009. This focuses on
young people and those involved in teaching and
youth work You can sign up to this campaign on
line- just go to www.stopthetraffk.org Resources
are available too.

‘Stop The Traffk- People should not be
bought and sold’__is a book that raises
awareness and gives an informed picture of what
is happening across the world. Obtainable via
the website.

‘Act- Active Communities Against Trafficking’
is a pack designed to promote action and raise
awareness within communities.

The Chocolate Campaign _is continuing to draw
attention to the plight of many children who have
been trafficked to work in the cocoa industry.
This campaign has met with some success and
continues to change children’s lives. To get the
latest news please go to www.stopthetraffik.org

Margaret Cook- S| Assistant Programme Dir.

NEWS FROM SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

Hanne Jensbo (Aarhus, Denmark
International President 2009-2011
http://www.soroptimistinternational.org

‘Hopes and Dreams for Everyone’
We can prevent human trafficking from Moldova by
providing life-skill education and sustainable living
conditions for vulnerable children. For the 2009
Appeal, President Hanne Jensbo has chosen to
adopt a highly successful anti-trafficking project run
by the SI Union of Norway with SI clubs in Moldova
for the last 4 years. Further funding is urgently
needed for the project to continue.

The Need
Moldova is small republic with a population of only
3.5 million, bordered by Romania and the Ukraine. It
remains one of the poorest countries in Europe
despite recent slight progress in its economy. 2005
statistics showed that 29.5% of the population lived
below the poverty line.

Largely owing to poverty, Moldova is a major

source and, to a lesser extent, a transit country for

women and girls trafficked for the purpose of

commercial sexual exploitation.  Moldovan women

are trafficked to the Middle East, Eastern Europe,
and Western Europe. Girls and young women are trafficked within the country
from rural areas to Chisinau; children are also trafficked to neighbouring countries
for forced labour and begging.

Young girls living in boarding schools are particularly exposed to the dangers of
trafficking. Some are there because their parents are among the half million
Moldavians who have gone abroad to find work. By the age of 16 they must leave
the schools, have no support and often, nowhere to live.

On behalf of Soroptimist International, President Hanne Jensbo extends
her deepest sympathy to members in Soroptimist countries around the
world that have been afflicted by natural disaster in recent weeks,
including California. For information go to
http://www.soroptimistinternational.org/index.htmi



