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AUGUST 2007 Volume 4, Number 2 
Soror \ [Latin] sister   (Club Year 2007-2008) 
Optimus \ [Latin] best  
 
 

Coming up: 
2007 

August - 
· SPR 9TH annual Membership 

Drive begins 
· 1.Solicitation letters to club for 

nominations to Fed Board 
· 1. DEADLINE- Region Dues 

and Fees w/transmittal form 
due to SPR Treasurer  

· 1. DEADLINE-2007-2008 SIA 
and International Dues and 
Fees due to SIA Headquarters 
($100 late fee if dues not paid) 

· 1. DEADLINE- Form 200 (new 
officers) due to SIA 
Headquarters (cc to SPR Gov 
and District II Dir.) 

· 2. FLOWER POWER LUNCH 
@Omni S.F. Hotel, 500 Calif. 
St., benefiting The Salvation 
Army “Tools for School” 

· 3. HAPPY BIRTHDAY DIANA 
OWYANG! 

· 9. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 
U.S. Bank on Pine @ Davis 
at 6 pm -Angela can bring food 

· 10. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
NANELL MAWBEY  

· 13. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
JEANETTE SULLIVAN  

· 14. SISF Dinner Meeting 6pm 
at Delancey St. Restaurant-  

· 14-16 Poster Contest Award 
Ceremony at SOTA  

· 21. HAPPY BIRTHDAY SHIZ 
MIHARA  

· 15. $25 late fee if Region dues 
are not paid 

· 21-23.Governors Round Table, 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  

 
SPR District II Director Loretta Fornaciari after g iving President Gail the oath of office  

 
Dear Soroptimists,   
 
The lazy days of Summer are almost gone, and we in San Francisco are headed 
for…Indian Summer! 90 degrees Fahrenheit, hot flashes, no breezes….So, I thought I 
should escape to a cooler spot, Philadelphia, PA, for the “Soroptimist Professional 
Development Seminar” August 23 –25.  However at 88 degrees F and 85% humidity the 
only “cool” thing about Philadelphia PA is the Jazz…according to my nephew Nick who 
plays alto sax, whatever that is. I plan on touring the SIA headquarters – I know how much 
all of you envy me, but don’t worry, I will take lots of photos and tell you all about it in the 
next newsletter. 
 
I hope some of you can take the time to attend the Poster Contest Award Ceremony where 
we present the checks to the two winners of the Domestic Violence Awareness Poster 
Contest; the date should be sometime August 14-16 at SOTA (School of the Arts). 
 
Before our Program co-coordinator Eva left for Germany for the Summer she and Nanell, 
the other Program co-coordinator, came up with a few ideas for our dinner programs. In 
August we will meet Starla Siereno, The Fearless Entrepreneur; she is a business coach 
and team builder and was featured on KQED TV in July.  In September Life Member 
Nancy Franks will tell us about the Soroptimist International Convention in Glasgow, 
Scotland. October is Founder’s Month and we have invited Sue Camp, the Gov-elect of the 
Sierra Nevada Region to introduce Violet Richardson and Stuart Morrow and encourage 
them to tell us how Soroptimist was born in Oakland in 1921. For November we will feature 
women of the San Francisco Police Dept.  
 
Finally, who can resist those onion rings at our monthly dinners? 
 
Sincerely, President Gail 
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Philadelphia, PA 
· 23. Emerging Leaders Forum, 

Philadelphia, PA 
· 24. Fund Development Council 

meeting, Philadelphia, PA 
· 24-25 Soroptimist Skill Building 

seminar, Philadelphia, PA 
· 25 Recognition Banquet, 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

September - 
· 1. $150 late fee if SIA dues 

are not paid 
· 6. Lahaina Gallery hosts 

fundraiser for The Children’s 
Council, catered by La 
Cocina, sponsored by SISF 

· 6. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 
U.S. Bank, Pine @ Davis at 6 

· 6. District I Meeting- Host Club 
San Luis Obispo 

· 9. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 
U.S. Bank on Pine @ Davis 
at 6 pm - 

· 6. Commission on the Status 
of Women’s Girls Comm. 
Meeting, City Hall, Rm 421  

· 11. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
REGINA McMAHON 

· 11.  Dinner Meeting at 
Delancey Street Restaurant  
@6 PM featuring Life Member 
Nancy Franks telling us about 
SI Convention-Glasgow 

· 13 HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
MURIEL BELL 

· 15. Big Basin Friendship 
Day-Big Basin State Park,  

· 15. S.F. Commission on the 
Status of Women meeting  

· 30. deadline all clubs to file 
letter of intent to compete in 
Region bulletin contest 

 

October - Founder’s Month 
· 1. Commission on the Status 

of Women’s Girls Comm. 
Meeting, City Hall, Rm 421  

· 3 Soroptimist Founder's Day 
4. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 
U.S. Bank, Pine @ Davis at 6 

· 6 District III Meeting — Host 
Club Oakdale 
 

 
 

TRANSITIONS!!!  
 

KAY & EVA TSENIN IN RUSSIA, coming home August 8th  
Hello All: 
Just wanted to give you all a quick update. Kay and Eva have been holding out in 
Pskov for about 12 days having a great time getting to know each other. The first 

few days were quite the excitement; first there was 
bungee jumping at the Pskov equivalent to the 
county fair. Apparently, Eva encountered a boy 
from the orphanage who kind of playfully nudged 
her off the jump before she was ready. Eva is hardy 
and ended up with a slightly 
sprained ankle. Nevertheless 
the director from the 
orphanage grounded them 

both, but not sure if that was before Eva took her new 
skateboard and drove it into the hotel room door leaving the 
door worse for wear. Since then only the more sedate of 
adventures have been on the schedule, monasteries, 
bookstores, ice cream and the various eateries around 
Pskov. Eva is learning a few words of English a day and 
with the long daylight hours of Northern Russia (at eleven 
the sky is still too light to have fireworks) the two have gotten into a nice routine to 
wile away the hours.  This Wednesday they leave for Moscow to do the last of the 
paperwork at the consulate. From my last conversation with Kay they will be 
returning to SFO on August 8 at 7:52 pm. If anyone would like to come to the 
airport to greet them let me know.  
Regards, Bennett [Hamer] 

 
 

NANELL MAWBEY: BEST BANKER IN SAN FRANCISCO, 
ADVENTURESS, AND NEW GRANDMOTHER 

When Nanell graduated from Chico State in 1971 with a 
degree in Sociology, she went to Carson City with some 
girlfriends to work for the Summer. She stayed for 33 years. 
After a prestigious career in banking, earning a Masters 
degree in Social Welfare, volunteering in economic 
redevelopment agencies in Carson City, raising two children, 
 serving as President of S.I. Carson City, and in 1972 

marrying “the best little tree in the forest, Dougie Glenn”, 
she agreed to leave Carson City behind to live in San 
Francisco.  In February of 2003 she came to San Francisco 
for business, scouted for a job, and returned in April 2003 
to live in North Beach and work in the Financial District. 
 
Her husband Doug reports that Nanell is the nicest person 
in the world; likes wine, clipping coupons, reading, is an 
excellent cook, and knows every dog breed in 
existence…just ask her. Her daughter Alison recently 
moved to Louisville, Texas to start her teaching career; and 
her son Justin is a professor at Louisiana University, working on a Doctorate in 
Rhetoric and starting a family with his wife Kristin. Nanell’s first grandson, Calder 
Eliot, was born six months go. 
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· 9.  Dinner Meeting at 
Delancey Street Restaurant  
@6 PM featuring Sue Camp, 
Gov-Elect for the Sierra 
Nevada Region 

· 13 District V Meeting — Host 
Club Delano 

· 16 HAPPY BIRTHDAY LIGIA 
VIALES 

· 20. Life Member Brunch, 
11:30 am to 3:00 pm at Xenia 
Rosen’s house in San Bruno  

· 20 District IV Meeting — Host 
Club Gustine–Newman 

· 24. Commission on the 
Status of Women’s Girls 
Comm. Meeting, City Hall, 
Rm 421 

· 24 United Nations Day 
· 27 District II Meeting — Host 

Club Millbrae–San Bruno 
· 28. District II Meeting- Host 

Club Santa Clara 
· 29.  HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

FRANCES MORIOKA 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 

 
 

 

 
 

KERRY MURPHY TAKES A LEAVE FROM THE CLUB TO RETURN TO 
UNIVERSITY TO BECOME A JOURNALIST  

 
 

I am studying to get my MFA in Journalism.�Yes!  A leave sounds great to 
me.  I just didn't know the parameters. 
 
I have been in school this summer which has been pretty consuming and 
will be entering full time in school. Using summer/part time as a barometer 
of my workload, I think that it is going to be impossible for me to take on 
any projects this fall or upcoming year because of it.  
 

I am going to UC Berkeley. And that would be 
great if you guys come to the graduation.  I have 
massive stage fright so it will be a small miracle if 
I go but perhaps after this accomplishment, I will 
have more confidence.  Terrific news about 
Kay's adoption. 
 
Thanks, Kerry  
 
[Editor’s Note: Kerry served on our Board from 2006 – 2007. We 
look forward to her graduation and her return!] 

  
 

NEW MEMBER CLEOPATRA VAUGHNS DIED JULY 30, 2007  
  
Cleopatra Vaughns a Bay Area civic leader who served on the inaugural board of 
the S.F. Municipal Transportation Agency, died Monday, July 30th after a lengthy 
battle with breast cancer. 
 
A registered nurse by training, Ms. Vaughns worked as a management and 
community relations consultant and as an executive with Blue Shield of California. 
 
Cleopatra Vaughns was our 2004 Women of Distinction Awardee. She attended 
our 85th Anniversary of Service & Awards Dinner 
on March 24, 2007 and joined the club that night!  
 
Cleopatra was a Public Relations/Community 
Relations Consultant, formerly the Community 
Relations Manager at Blue Shield of California. 
She is also the Immediate Past National 
President of The National Association of Negro 
Business and Professional Women's Clubs, Past 
President of the National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women and was Commission Chairman of the 
Board of the SF Municipal Transportation 
Agency, MUNI. An enthusiastic promoter of the city of San Francisco, she served 
as the first female President of the San Francisco Convention of Visitors Bureau. 
      
Cleopatra was unable to join us at our monthly dinner meetings; but she read our 
Newsletters and emails regularly and voted in our email elections. We knew she 
was ill and sent a card over the summer. We were honored by her membership 
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The 2nd Annual Girl Fest Bay 

Area, Preventing Violence 
Against Women and Girls 

through Education and Art.  

July 19-22, 2007 San Francisco 

www.girlfestbayarea.org 
[Editor’s Note: We missed Girl Fest this Year, but 
hope to be a part of it in 2008.] 

 
 
 

SIA FUNDRAISER 
Enter to win an opportunity to be SIA’s 
Executive Director for a day!!!! 
Tickets are available for a donation of $20. 
The drawing will be held at the Soroptimist 
Professional Development Seminar on 
August 25, 2007. 
You can buy tickets at the Seminar or go to 
www.soroptimist.org for rules and info. 
The winner receives: 

 A trip to Philadelphia for 2 days 
includes airfare, hotel, meals, etc.  

 An opportunity to shadow Director 
Leigh for a day.  

 A chance to tour headquarters and 
meet staff.  

 A dream stay in Philadelphia, 
home of Soroptimist headquarters. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE – Invitations coming 
soon…  

SISF LIFE MEMBER BRUNCH  
 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2007  

11:30 a.m. TO 3:OO p.m. 
At Member Xenia Rosen’s Home & 

Garden  
San Bruno, CA 

 
We will provide shuttle rides from BART 

to Xenia’s house. 

 
 

July 10, 2007 Program ~ Commissioner Andrea Shorter  – San 
Francisco Department on the Status of Women  

By Carla Armstrong 
 

 
Commissioner Andrea Shorter and President Gail 

 
At our first SISF business meeting with President Gail at the helm, our speaker 
was Commissioner Andrea Shorter from the Department on the Status of Women 
in San Francisco.  The San Francisco Commission on the Status of Women 
(COSW) was established by the Board of Supervisors in 1975 and became a 
permanent Department under the City Charter in 1994.  San Francisco is the only 
City in the United States that has a permanently funded commission on the status 
of women.  In addition, San Francisco was the first city in the country to adopt a 
local ordinance reflecting the principles of the United Nations Convention to 
Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).  The principles 
and policies the commission supports are: 

· Implementation of Women’s and Girl’s Human Rights 
· Right to Adequate Standard of Living 
· Right to Bodily Integrity 
· Right to Adequate Healthcare 
· Right of Girls to Access Education & Social Services Public Outreach 

Commissioner Shorter was a very dynamic speaker and has written some 
landmark papers on the status of girls in San Francisco that has had impact for 
at-risk girls in our city.  She is doing interesting work with a Girls Committee that 
has allowed high school aged girls from different walks of life to participate in a 
public forum in a capacity that allows them to address issues of particular 
importance to young women [Editor’s note: see Announcement in column on left] SISF looks 
forward to speaking with and possibly partnering with Commissioner Shorter and 
the COSW.  Judge Kay Tsenin, Board Member, has spoken to us about the idea 
of a girl’s conference, and SISF’s involvement with the COSW may help us in 
making that idea a reality.  This was one of the best programs that SISF has had, 
addressing the issues of Soroptimist and issues that are close to our hearts as 
women.  SISF would welcome and look forward to having Commissioner Shorter 
back at future meetings.   

Editor’s Note: Commissioner Andrea Shorter wrote to  us shortly after her 
visit:  Hello, Judge Dekreon! Thank you all for such a terrific evening!  I really enjoyed 
meeting everyone, and am always honored to represent the work of the COSW in the 
community.  Congratulations on your recent election as President.  You clearly have a 
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Finding SOROPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL OF THE 

AMERICAS (SIA) on the Web  

We are part of a Federation of Soroptimist 
Clubs. We are in the Soroptimist 
International of the Americas, Inc. 
Federation (SIA) and are one of four 
federations within Soroptimist International. 

To get more information about Soroptimist 
Federation, go to the address below and 
log in. Your 6-digit member number (found 
on your SIA magazine label or in our Club 
Roster) is both your name and password 
for login purposes…you can change it once 
you are logged in. 

http://www.soroptimist.org/sia 
 

 

 

SISF Newsletter 

Editor: Gail Dekreon 

Contributors: Gail Dekreon, Carla 
Armstrong, Bennett Hamer, Jasmin 
Hossain, Donna Swedberg, Doug Mawbey, 
Kerry Murphy 

 

 
www.sfsoroptimist.org 

www.soroptimistspr.org/district2/sanfra
ncisco.html 

Email: sisf-board@sfsoroptimist.org 

community.  Congratulations on your recent election as President.  You clearly have a 
formidable and dedicated group of women with whom to achieve the mission of the 
Soroptimist International in San Francisco.   

We look forward to working with you all to support the greater success and healthy 
development of San Francisco's girls.   

Onward, Andrea 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Commissioner Andrea Shorter with her Soroptimist T- shirt. 
 

 
 

McHUGH SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS CHECK IN  
2006 Winner: JASMIN HOSSAIN IS FORCED TO QUIT COLLE GE AND 

LEAVE THE U.S. TO AVOID AN ARRANGED MARRIAGE  
 
Hello Gail, 
How are you? I am not quite well and I apologize for not writing to 
you. I was afraid that my current situation would disappoint you. But 
today I will tell you everything.... 
  
I am no longer studying in San Francisco State University. Just 
before I could complete last semester, I moved to Sydney. I had 
family situations back home with my parents because they secretly 
planned an arranged marriage for me. I didn't have much courage to 
talk to my step-mom and make her understand. But do not worry 

about me. Although, life is hard here for me, I am working to enroll in TAFE Institution or 
University of New South Wales this coming January. I will never let go of my dream of 
getting an higher education. I thank you and Soroptimist for so much care and support. 
You will always be in my memories and my stories. 
  
Now I am just waiting for some help. I know that you did not wish to here anything like this 
from me nor did I wanted to disappoint you with my current situation but this is also life, a 
life that was written for me. I am helpless now. I hope you will understand me and forgive 
me for all my wrong doings. Again, I apologize to you and all the SISF staff. 
  
Thankfully, Jasmin Hossain 

************ 
Dear Gail, 
  
How are you? I am so excited to get your positive reply. I am just so fortunate to know 
people like you. My address is as follows: [Editor’s Note: see me to get the address, I did 
not want to compromise her need for privacy by publishing it in this Newsletter.] 
You can write to me at this address. I do not have internet access in my home yet so I am 
writing to you from Internet Cafe. Pls send me your address one more time so I can send 
you pics. Keep in touch. Take Care! Thanking you so much, 
 
Jasmin Hossain 
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BIG BASIN FRIENDSHIP DAY 

Saturday, September 15, 2007  

CANCELED 

Big Basin Redwoods State Park 

21600 Big Basin Way, Boulder Creek, CA 

10:30 a.m. at Amphitheater across from 
the Park’s Visitor’s Center 

[Editor’s Note: Gov. Lauren sent an email 
Aug. 12th telling us that Big Basin Day is 
canceled this year. The State Park received 
unexpected funds to upgrade their 
Campsite area, which is where we hold our 
program and lunch. This work must be 
done during the month of September 2007. 
Our ceremony for deceased members will 
be held next year.] 

Info: Faye Baur-Big Basin Coordinator 
(805) 545-0114 

 

 

Soroptimist Federations  

Soroptimist International  
Soroptimist International is the parent 
organization of Soroptimist International of 
the Americas, and the other three 
federations listed below. Soroptimist 
International has about 95,000 members in 
more than 120 countries around the world. 

Soroptimist International of the 
Americas  
Comprises more than 45,000 members in 
1,430 clubs in 19 countries and territories 

Soroptimist International of Great Britain 
and Ireland 
Comprises more than 11,000 members in 
398 clubs in 30 countries.  

Soroptimist International of Europe  
Comprises more than 33,800 members in 
1,220 clubs in 67 countries. 

Soroptimist International of South West 
Pacific 
Comprises more than 2,650 members in 
138 clubs in 12 countries. 

 

 

Big Basin Redwoods State Park - BIG BASIN FRIENDSHIP DAY 

Saturday, September 15, 2007  
Big Basin Redwoods State Park is California's oldest State Park, established in 1902, it 
is home to the largest continuous stand of ancient coast redwoods south of San Francisco, 
the park consists of over 18,000 acres of old growth and recovering redwood forest, with 
mixed conifer, oaks, chaparral, and riparian habitats. Elevations in the park vary from sea 
level to over 2,000 feet. The climate ranges from foggy and damp near the ocean to sunny, 
warm ridge tops.  

Our Sierra Pacific Region web page Web Master, Donna Swedberg, S.I. Santa Cruz, has 
attended a lot of Big Basin Friendship Day ceremonies and wrote about it for our 
Newsletter:  
 
“As for Big Basin...I've been to lots of Big Basin Days since I became a member.  Of 
course, I'm just in Capitola so going to Big Basin is only about 45 minutes away. 
Big Basin Day (formerly known as Big Basin Friendship Day) has been on a Sunday for as 
long as I've been going but this year it will be on a Saturday. There is something about 
being up in the redwood trees that is very peaceful.  The day takes place in two locations 
in the park and the order of events is up to the governor and the Big Basin chairman.   
 
If you choose to come over Hwy 17 and turn off to drive through 
Scotts Valley to Hwy 9, it's a long and winding road (to coin a 
phrase) but it has lovely scenery -- not beautiful views but 
gorgeous redwood trees along the way, it really begins to feel like 
you are traveling back in time.  Maybe it's just me but I always feel 
like I'm a kid on the way to summer camp (and I never went to 
summer camp as a kid).   
 
When you finally reach the park, the illusion is complete.  The 
buildings and signs and fences all look like they've been there for 
decades.  We gather at the amphitheater near the parking lot.   
  
There is an event at the amphitheater that usually involves the governor, the head ranger, 
the Big Basin chairman and Linda Yule the amazing woman from the Sempervirens Fund 
who is our biggest supporter and who is really nice.  The program is a welcome from 
various people, some history, and an update on the park and the Soroptimist connection 
with the park.   
 
From the amphitheater to the place where the memorial service takes place is a lovely 
walk for those who are up to it.  The Fund and the Park arrange for nature volunteers to 
lead groups on the walk to Soroptimist Grove II and those of us who can't walk that far are 
organized into carpools to drive over to the grove.   
 
At the grove, there is a sign where we all gather for the Life Celebration; volunteers from 
the park set up chairs for some of us.  This is where the names of the members who died 
in the past year are announced, a member of their club comes forward and is handed a 
little metal tag with their deceased member's name on it.  While a little bit is being read 
about the deceased, the club member puts the name plaque into the metal post on the 
side of the sign.  This can be a very moving experience, out in the trees, near a creek, 
hearing about beloved Soroptimists who are no longer with us. I'll see you there”. 
[Editor’s Note: Gov. Lauren sent an email Aug. 12th telling us that Big Basin Day is 
canceled this year. The State Park received unexpected funds to upgrade their Campsite 
area, which is where we hold our program and lunch. This work must be done during the 
month of September 2007. Our ceremony for deceased members will be held next year.] 
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DID YOU KNOW…. 
 
We are Soroptimists-not Sorops. 
 
We are Members- not sisters or girls. 
 
We have overseas or sister clubs not “foreign 
clubs”. 
 
Our region and districts are composed of clubs-
not chapters. 
 
We are a federation- not national or federal. 
 
We have a Soroptimist pledge-not a creed or 
motto. 
 
We attend  
a club or district MEETING, region 
CONFERENCE, federation or international 
CONVENTION. 
 
We elect region officers- not regional officers. 
 
We believe in Soroptimist- not “Soroptimism”. 
 
By custom we wear our Membership Pin on the 
left side, close to the heart. 
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Ann of Cleves 

 

 

Katherine of 
Aragon 

 

Ann Boleyn  

 

 

 

      Jane Seymour 

 

 

 
 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF SAN FRANCISCO 
SPONSORS BENEFIT FOR CHILDREN’S COUNCIL 

 

 
 

THE RENAISSANCE CAMPAIGN  
Five Year Campaign commenced in 2003. 

 
Soroptimist International of the Americas launched a five-year program called the 
Renaissance Campaign in 2003.  So what does that mean and more importantly, 
what does that mean to your club? 

 
A few years ago, all members were asked to fill out a survey critiquing the 
Soroptimist Organization.  The questions focused on what was wrong with 
Soroptimist and what could be done to improve the organization and the image 
that outsiders had of it.  This was a professional survey done by a firm that then 
created recommendations of how to improve Soroptimist International of the 
Americas. 
 
The Renaissance Campaign is the result of this survey.  It is made up of four 
functions that are all inter-related and work in harmony to achieve the objectives 
set forth in the campaign.  Those objectives are to increase public awareness, 
simplify Soroptimist programs, increase membership and increase fundraising.   
 
The Soroptimist Logo was, for many years, our emblem.  A test was run to see 
what the public perception was of our logo and what type of retention it afforded.  
Most people when asked did not know what the emblem meant nor what 
Soroptimist was.  In an attempt to increase public awareness of our organization, 
the new logo was instituted.  It was found that people do associate different logos 
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WHAT ARE FOUNDER’S PENNIES???? 

Did you wonder about the $3.48 of your 
dues that are paid to “Founder’s Pennies”? 

What are they anyway? Right after World 
War II, the Madam Noel Club collected 
pennies from all Soroptimists to raise 
money to help the European Clubs get 
back on their feet. It is increased 4 cents 
every year. 

All the pennies go to SIA’s Service budget. 

 
SISF President Gail’s 

4 “F”s: 

Fun, Friendship, Focus, and Future 

 

 

with different organizations and it was felt that our organization needed one that 
could be recognized.   
 
A new emphasis has also been placed on public relations in an attempt to further 
the public's knowledge of our organization.  While the federation will do it's part in 
marketing and advertising, each club is asked to make three presentations a year 
about their club, the organization as a whole and what both are doing in their 
community and the world.  This can be something as simple as meeting with the 
school when you deliver scholarship applications and explaining Soroptimism to 
them rather then just dropping off the applications.  Make an attempt to assure 
that your community knows what a Soroptimist is and what they do for your 
community. 
 
The survey went on to ask that the focus of program be kept simple.  While some 
clubs have maintained a vast number of committees on both the technical and 
service areas, the new focus is to have all clubs give a Women's Opportunity 
Award, to conduct and report on at least one other project that benefits women or 
girls and to support at least one SI project (President's December 10th Appeal, SI 
Quadrennial Project or Project 5-0).   
 
Another emphasis of the Renaissance Program is to gain more members and of 
course, retain the ones that we have.  The key to this program is flexibility and 
this is a necessary tool needed to attract new members in a "No-Time" world.  In 
the past, this organization has invited women to join based on their professional 
stature and it was expected that membership would have a great deal of 
responsibility.  Now federation is telling us to be more flexible in our thinking. 
 
In order to be successful in the recruitment of new members and the retention of 
existing ones, flexibility has brought about several new approaches to the 
problem.   To begin with, it is imperative that we listen to potential members and 
find out what it is that they are looking for in a service club.   
 
The first key would be to have the club identify the clear, relevant benefits of 
membership.  The second key would be the proof of what the organization is 
accomplishing both in the community and worldwide.  So what is it that members 
have mentioned that is important to them?  Here are a few examples. 
 
First, members are on a quest for a meaningful impact.  They want to know that 
their precious time is being spent wisely and productively.  Secondly, many of our 
members are "doers" and not "sitters".  Third, keep in mind that we are all busy.  
Be flexible when assigning tasks to your members.    
           
Last, to members, fun is value and they are looking for meetings that are 
informative and yet fun to be at.  Keep fun in the equation for all activities within 
the club.  Make your members feel involved and comfortable.   
 
So now you know what the Renaissance Program is all about.  Are you totally 
confused?  Do you have a million questions?  Help is just a phone call away.  
Never hesitate to ask your District Directors for help.  That is what we are here for 
and exactly what we look forward to doing.  Your regional roster lists all of them in 
the front so give them a call. 
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