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September  2007 Volume 4, Number 3 
Soror \ [Latin] sister   (Club Year 2007-2008) 
Optimus \ [Latin] best  
 
 

Coming up: 
2007 

 

September - 
· 1. $150 late fee if SIA dues 

are not paid 
· 6. Lahaina Gallery hosts 

fundraiser for The Children’s 
Council, catered by La 
Cocina, sponsored by SISF 

· 6. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 
U.S. Bank, Pine @ Davis at 6 

· 6. District I Meeting- Host Club 
San Luis Obispo 

· 6. Commission on the Status 
of Women’s Girls Comm. 
Meeting, City Hall, Rm 421  

· 11. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
REGINA McMAHON 

· 11.  Dinner Meeting at 
Delancey Street Restaurant  
@6 PM featuring Life Member 
Nancy Franks telling us about 
SI Convention-Glasgow 

· 13 HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
MURIEL BELL 

· 15. Big Basin Friendship 
Day-Big Basin State 
Park,canceled   

· 15. S.F. Commission on the 
Status of Women meeting  

· 21. UN recognized day for 
special emphasis on Peace  

· District I Meeting- Host Club 
San Luis Obispo 

· 30. deadline all clubs to file 
letter of intent to compete in 
Region bulletin contest 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIA President Tes Choa and President Gail in Philad elphia 

 
Dear Soroptimists,   
 
Here I am with President Tes Choa! She is a charming and intelligent woman who gives 
herself unflaggingly to Soroptimist International of the Americas. We were in Philadelphia 
attending the Soroptimist Professional Development Seminar, Aug. 23-25, 2007. 
 
I loved Philadelphia! I visited our SIA headquarters and got a private tour with LINDA 
LEWIS, the Membership Services Associate. Linda introduced me to DARLENE 
FRIEDMAN, the Sr. Dir. of Membership/Marketing, and YVETTE HAEFNER, the Financial 
Controller. I told Yvette all about our fabulous Carla and Angela, our very own controllers, 
and got a photo of Yvette for them.  I wanted to attend every single break out session, but 
settled for what I had time for. Next time one these seminars comes around I need three 
other members to go with me so we can go to ALL the workshops, and then have fun at 
night. 
 
I met and made a lot of new friends, MARIANELA DE CASTILLERO, the Governor of 
Mexico and Centro America Region; VIRGINIA GIRALDI, Emerging Leader from Curitiba, 
Brazil; MARIA SALATI SCHWINDEN GRAF, Governor of Brasil Region, LORI BLAIR, SIA 
Program Director, LINDA MARIE BELL and LYNN TRIMBORN, both from SI Roxborough, 
PA. I also met KATHY LEFDOVITS and MARGO BOTTCHER, real-life sisters, both from 
SI Glendale, and creators of  “Bras for a Cause”; they were a lot of fun. 
 
The best experience of the whole trip was finding the perfect nominee for our 2008 
“Women Making a Difference for Women” Awardee and keynote speaker for our Awards 
Dinner, ALISON LEVINE, of the Climb High Foundation.  I will tell you all about Alison and 
the Seminar in next month’s Newsletter. 
 
Sincerely, President Gail 
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October - Founder’s Month  
· 1. Commission on the Status 

of Women’s Girls Comm. 
Meeting, City Hall, Rm 421  

· 3 Soroptimist Founder's Day 
· 4. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 

U.S. Bank, Pine @ Davis at 6 
· 6 District III Meeting — Host 

Club Oakdale 
9.  Dinner Meeting at 
Delancey Street Restaurant  
@6 PM featuring Sue Camp, 
Gov-Elect for the Sierra 
Nevada Region 

· 13 District V Meeting — Host 
Club Delano 

· FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
SEEKING APPLICANTS FOR 
VR, WOA, and McHUGH 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

· FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
& PRES RELEASE SEEKING 
APPLICANTS FOR VIOLET 
RICHARDSON AWARD, 
WOMEN’S OPPORTUNITY 
AWARD & McHUGH 
SCHOLARSHIP 

· 16 HAPPY BIRTHDAY LIGIA 
VIALES 

· 20. Life Member Brunch, 
11:30 am to 3:00 pm at Xenia 
Rosen’s house in San Bruno  

· 20 District IV Meeting — Host 
Club Gustine–Newman 

· 24. Commission on the 
Status of Women’s Girls 
Comm. Meeting, City Hall, 
Rm 421 

· 24 United Nations Day 
· 27 District II Meeting — Host 

Club Millbrae–San Bruno 
· 29.  HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

FRANCES MORIOKA 

 

November-  
· 5. HAPPY BIRTHDAY BEA 

RICKELS 
· 8. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 

U.S. Bank, Pine @ Davis at 6 
· 9. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

BARBARA MIZOTA-DeTATA 
· 13. Dinner Meeting at 

Delancey Street Restaurant  
@6 PM  

· 15. IRS Form 990 due 

 
 

TRANSITIONS!!!  
 
 
 

 
 
NEW MEMBER  
CHARI MEYERS  
INDUCTED & PINNED 
AUGUST 7, 2007 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                               
 
 

 
MEMBER  

DENISE KENT 
HONORED WITH 

SOROPTIMIST 10- 
YEAR YEAR PIN 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
BRAND NEW MEMBER!  
JUDGE TERI JACKSON 
JOINS SEPT. 11, 2007 
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· 25. Soroptimist Workplace 
Campaign to End Domestic 
Violence 

· 25. U.N. International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 

 
September 21st is the UN recognized 
day for special emphasis on Peace. In 
2007 Soroptimists are encouraged to 
promote Peace through empowerment 
of Women. (Editor’s Note: see page 8 of 
Newsletter for more information) 

 

 
 

OCTOBER 9 th WE CELEBRATE 
FOUNDER’S DAY 

 
 

with Sierra Nevada Region Gov.-
Elect SUE CAMPOS and Governor of 
Sierra Nevada Region, POCO. 

     

 
August Program- STARLA SIERENO,  

THE FEARLESS ENTREPRENEUR 
By Angela Sheehan 

 
Starla is an executive coach, speaker, facilitator and founder of The Fearless 

Entrepreneur.   Starla specializes in working with 
leaders within organizations who are building new 
venture, product lines or brands.  She transforms 
compelling visions into compelling results by 
reinvigorating the entrepreneurial spirit in individuals 
and teams, and she is a team builder. She was recently 
featured on KQED TV in July this year with Craig 
Newmark, the founder of Craig’s List.   
 
Starla helped us to reconnect with why we are 
Soroptimists by having us identify our vision for the club 
and identify what we individually can bring to the group. 
 
Starla Siereno with her new  
Soroptimist coffee mug. 
 

 
There were common themes as to why each one of us is a Soroptimist such as Friendship, 
the ability to help women and girls in our community and that we are inspired by each 
other. We came up with these answers to her questions: 
 
What is the vision for Soroptimist International of San Francisco? 

· Club Growth – a diverse group 200 members strong 
· Identify our Purpose – develop a strategic plan 
· Increase resources – the more members we have the more we can take on 
· Increase our ability to make positive impact on our community 

 
 
Focusing on the Vision, what can we as individuals bring to the group? 

· Bring a guest that would be a good addition to our club 
· Define an action item – i.e. build a relationship with the Commission on Status of 

Women so we can easily identify where we can have the greatest impact in our 
community - DO IT WITHIN 24 HOURS – The time to act is now 

 
Starla left us with this closing thought: None of us is as smart as all of us.  
 

 
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF SAN FRANCISCO IS  

C0-SPONSOR OF SUCCESSFUL BENEFIT FOR CHILDREN’S 
COUNCIL OF SAN FRANCISCO 

 
              September 6, 2007 at the Lahaina Gallery, more than 
100 peo   100 people attended, wandered around the beautiful          
gy,           gallery, viewed delightful silent auction items, drank 
wine         wine and gobbled up tasty appetizers prepared by La  
                Cocina.  
 
                 We have not yet received a report from Phyllis Mason,  

                                            their Director of Development, but member                                                               
                                     Robin Horca said that Phyllis was very happy with  
                                            the event. This was also a great opportunity to see  
                                            Robin at work…no wonder she is number 6 in 
                                            sales at Lahaina Gallery.  
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SISF President Gail’s 4 “F”s 

Fun, Friendship, Focus, Future 

 

 

 

 
 

SALVATION ARMY’S FLOWER POWER LUNCHEON 
RAISES $45,000 FOR “TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS” PROGRAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday August 2, 2007, Soroptimist International of San 
Francisco was one of seventeen table sponsors at the Salvation 
Army’s Annual “Tools for Schools” luncheon.  Chairwoman 
Jeannine Vaughan opened the luncheon with welcoming remarks. 
Many of you will remember Jeannine, she spoke at our June 2007 

Dinner meeting about the Joan & Ray 
Croc Community Center and piqued our 
interest in the luncheon.  
 
 
Vice Pres Nanell shows off our Table name card. 
 
The luncheon featured Jun Pinon, San 

Francisco’s leading floral designer, 
instructor, and floral performance 
artist.  Jun was a joy to watch as he 
took simple containers from Target  
and Gumps and created gorgeous 
flower arrangements. 
 
The afternoon’s lively program was 
emceed by ABC-7’s Janelle Wang , 
co host of the daytime show “View From the Bay”. Wang guided 
guests through Piñon’s floral design show as well as a wide 
selection of live auction items ranging from overnight weekend stays 
at luxury hotels to Giants baseball tickets and spa packages. The 
event raised nearly $45,000, which helped send more than 1,500 
underprivileged school children back to the classroom not only with 
basic supplies but also with higher self-esteem and confidence.  
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Pres Gail finds SIA Headquarters in 
Philadelphia  

Finding SOROPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL OF THE 

AMERICAS (SIA) on the Web  

We are part of a Federation of Soroptimist 
Clubs. We are in the Soroptimist 
International of the Americas, Inc. 
Federation (SIA) and are one of four 
federations within Soroptimist International. 

To get more information about Soroptimist 
Federation, go to the address below and 
log in. Your 6-digit member number (found 
on your SIA magazine label or in our Club 
Roster) is both your name and password 
for login purposes…you can change it once 
you are logged in. 

http://www.soroptimist.org/sia 

 

 

 

SISF Newsletter 

Editor: Gail Dekreon 

Contributors: Gail Dekreon, Angela 
Sheehan, Diana Owyang, Loretta 
Fornaciari, Joe Meyers, Sherry Pearso 

 

 
 
 

www.sfsoroptimist.org 

www.soroptimistspr.org/district2/sanfra
ncisco.html 

Email: sisf-board@sfsoroptimist.org 

 

 

 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS or STOP DOMESTIC VIOLEN CE 

THEME POSTER CONTEST WINNERS HONORED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winner Ann Louise Markison with Pres. Gail and Memb er Diana 
 

Ann Louise Markison, the winner of our Domestic Violence Awareness Poster 
Contest, was awarded a Certificate of Recognition, a check, and a bouquet of 
flowers at the School of the Arts in San Francisco on August 17, 2007.  
 
Member Diana Owyang coordinated the ceremony, pulling everyone together, 
including the school principal of SOTA, Donn Harris, despite the fact it was still 
summer vacation and Ms. Markison was preparing to go out of state for college. 
Ms. Markison’s mother and sister proudly watched as Ann Louise accepted her 
Award. 
 
Our 2nd Place winner, Anita Zhang, is a junior at Galileo High School. She was 
accompanied by a close friend who took photographs as Anita received her 
Certificate of Recognition, a check, and flowers. 
 
The creator of the Poster Contest, member Kay Tsenin, came with her daughter 
Eva. Also present was new member Chari Meyers with her Soropti-Mister, Joe, 
who agreed to be our official photographer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SOTA Principal Donn Harris receives 
the school’s matching award & Certificate of 
Recognition.                                                                         2nd place winner Anita Zhang  

accepts her tribute. 
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OFFICIAL CALL 

To 
SIERRA PACIFIC REGION 

SECOND District II Meeting  
 

Host Club: Soroptimist International of 
Millbrae/San Bruno 

 
Date:  Saturday, October 27, 2007 
 
Location :  TERRACE CAFÉ-EL RANCHO-
BEST WESTERN HOTEL 
El Camino Real, Millbrae, CA 94030 
 
Time: 8:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Theme: “ Passion for the Mission” 
 
Who: All Soroptimist members are invited 
to attend. All club Presidents and 
Delegates should attend. 
 
Meeting Cost: $40.00 per member 
 
Make checks payable to:  

SI Millbrae/San Bruno 
And mail with reservation forms to  

Ursula Hackenberg 
306 Courtland Drive 

San Bruno, CA 94066 
650-589-2809 

 
DEADLINE October 17, 2007 
 

�

 
 

NEWS FROM THE SIERRA PACIFIC REGION 
of Soroptimist International of the Americas 

DISTRICT II 
OK here it is. The Call to District Meeting. I am hoping 
that each club can bring 6 members. Lets have a full 
house. This is my last district meeting and I want to go 
out with a bang. It has been a wonderful 4 years and I 
wouldn't have missed them for anything. 
 
 I encourage as many of your members to attend the 
District II meeting.  It is a good first meeting for you new 
members. I am hoping for a great turnout from all the 
clubs in District II. I tried to keep the cost down with a 
$1.00 increase from last year. Let’s make this the best 
year with a great turnout and show the region we are the 

best District in the Sierra Pacific Region. With 100% participation in the WOA and 
VRA there will be a lot of awards to hand out and a time to be proud of your clubs.  
I am very proud of District II because when it comes right down to it we do work 
together to help each other out and that’s what makes this district the best. 
 
Please take notice of the “Invitation to Host a District II Meeting” included in this 
packet. If your club has not hosted a District Meeting in a while, please consider 
doing so in 2010 or 2011. We have a host club for 2008 (SILICON VALLEY)   
 
So I encourage each and every member to try to attend the meeting.  
 
Loretta Fornaciari 
Sierra Pacific Region District II Director 2006-2008 

 
SPR Secretary Sherry says: Read the Conference Minu tes--PLEASE- 

Dear Soroptimist Sierra Pacific Region Clubs:  
  
I would like to take this opportunity to recognize this year's Conference 
Minutes Readers for helping me "proof" our Conference Minutes. 
Thank you  to Roberta Bean, SI of Calaveras County; Helen Hoffman, 
SI of Watsonville and Nancy Prather-Cardwell, SI of Ripon. Your help 
was very much appreciated. 
  
Please find attached the Minutes of our Sierra Pacific Region's 3 day Spring Conference. 
Since these Minutes will need to be approved, &/or corrected at your 2008 Conference's 
Business meeting, please take the time to read them over.  Also, members who were not in 
attendance may be interested in reading the Minutes & downloading the Presentations & 
Reports, so that they can be updated on what transpired at Conference. 
  
Presidents, please share the Minutes with all of your club members.  They can access 
them on www.soroptimistspr.org.  The main body of the Minutes are there, along with all of 
the attachments to the Minutes. I am sending the main body of the Minutes to you attached 
to this email;  I am not sending the attachments to you in this mail, since it would make the 
files pretty big. If anyone wishes to download the attachments, they may do so by going to 
our website. 
  
Wishing you a very successful Club Year!  
Sincerely, 
Sherry 
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SIA ELECTION RESULTS:  

Alice Wells of SI/The 
Kachinas, Arizona (Golden 
West Region) was elected 
2007-2008 president-elect, and 
will assume office on 
September 1, 2007. She will 
assume the office of SIA 
president on September 1, 
2008, and will serve in that 
position until August 31, 2009. 
Congratulations, Director 
Alice!  

 

Clubs in Federation on May 4, 
2007: 1,430 

Clubs in good standing: 1,400  

Numbers of votes cast: 889  

Number necessary for 
election: 445  

Alice Wells received: 601  

RoseMary Reid received: 286  

Illegal votes: 1 (two ballot in 
one envelope)  

Ballots counted July 6, 2007 . 
            �

 
 

NEWS FROM SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE 
AMERICAS  

 
Progress Report: THE RENAISSANCE CAMPAIGN  

Five Year Campaign 2004-2008 
 

Soroptimist International of the Americas launched a five-year program called the 
Renaissance Campaign in 2004 to help revitalize the organization. The campaign 
relies on improvements in four interrelated areas- program, membership 
fundraising and public awareness. Improvements in program will result in greater 
impact with SIA’s mission of improving the lives of women and girls, this will lead 
to increased public awareness, more financial contributions and greater 
membership numbers. SIA is now at the halfway point of the campaign, and is 
pleased to announce great strides in all areas.   

 
It is made up of four functions that are all inter-related and work in harmony to 
achieve the objectives set forth in the campaign.  Those objectives are to 
 

· increase public awareness, there has been a 35% increase in the number 
of clubs placing public awareness news releases, ads and public service 
announcements 

 
· simplify Soroptimist programs, last year 64% of all clubs participated in 

the WOA program, 89% of the clubs are participating in at least one other 
project that benefits women and girls. To date SIA has donated more 
than $616,000 to Project Independence. (The total overall Project goal 
was $1.2 million). 

 
· increase membership, Since June 2004, 66 new clubs have chartered, 

more than 16,000 new members have joined, in 2005-2006 there was a 
15 percent increase in charter clubs and members,  

 
· increase fundraising, dues are the largest source of income but they 

decreased by 8% in the last two years. However there is increased 
participation in the Annual Club Campaign and a vast increase in 
donations to SIA’s Laurel Society. SIA has launched a corporate 
sponsorship program and has promotional partnerships with “Women & 
Wine” and “Women’s Radio”, as well as two major sponsorships with Pink 
Magazine and Janney Montgomery Scott. 

 
The Soroptimist Logo was, for many years, our emblem, which is the image on 
our membership pins.  
 
Most people when asked did not know what the emblem meant nor what is 
Soroptimist.  
 
In an attempt to increase public awareness of our organization, the new logo was 
instituted.  It was felt that our organization needed one that could be recognized.   
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Soroptimist International 
2007-2011 Quadrennial Project 

“Project Sierra, A Family and a Future” 
Soroptimist International recently 
announced the 2007-2011 quadrennial 
project. “Project Sierra, A Family and a 
Future”.  We are partnering with the UK 
based Hope and Homes for Children, 
which assists orphaned and 
abandoned children in Sierra Leone. 

 

Our new Quadrennial Project, Project 
Sierra: a Family and a Future,  was 
launched at Convention in July 2007 in 
Glasgow, Scotland The project will 
support women caring for children in 
extreme poverty and provide a caring 
secure family home for children who 
are alone or at risk of abandonment.  

Project location: Sierra Leone, West Africa 
Our partner: Hope and Homes for Children 

Soroptimist International  
Soroptimist International is the parent 
organization of Soroptimist International of 
the Americas and the other three 
federations listed below. Soroptimist 
International has about 95,000 members in 
more than 120 countries around the world. 

Soroptimist Federations  
Soroptimist International of the 

Americas  
Soroptimist International of the Americas 
Comprises more than 45,000 members in 
1,430 clubs in 19 countries and territories 

Soroptimist International of  
Great Britain and Ireland  

Comprises more than 11,000 members in 
398 clubs in 30 countries. 

Soroptimist International of Europe  
Comprises more than 33,800 members in 

1,220 clubs in 67 countries. 
Soroptimist International of South West 

Pacific  
Comprises more than 2,650 members in 

138 clubs in 12 countries. 

 
 

NEWS FROM SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL  
 

International Day of Peace message from President M argaret 
Peace through empowerment of Women 

 
21 September is the UN recognised day for special emphasis on Peace. Peace within 
ourselves, our communities, our countries, our world. It represents a day to focus on global 
ceasefire and building non-violent communities. It’s about joining together globally to 
create a sustainable world for all people. In 2006, Peace Day on 21 September was 
recognised by all 192 nations in the United Nations (www.internationaldayofpeace.org). In 
2007, Soroptimists are encouraged to promote Peace through empowerment of Women . 
This can be done by urging governments to invite women from the community to the Peace 
negotiation table as part of fulfilment of the UNSC resolution 1325, “to involve women in 
the creation of sustainable peace”. 
 
On a personal level, SI extends hands of friendship to our sisters and their cultures across 
the globe. By learning about each other, swapping stories and sharing friendships, we 
realise that we have many things in common – similar wants and dreams, regardless of 
whether we were born on the East, West, North or South sides of the globe. These 
strangers become our friends and with this transformation, we want the same goals for 
these people.  
 
We all want our families and friends to be loved, healthy, happy and prosperous. 
 
We all want our communities to live and learn in a non-violent atmosphere where everyone 
is respected and given equal status.  
  
Given the huge scale of this task, it is imperative to pause and reflect why we keep striving 
for World Peace because without a spirit of friendship, world peace will not be an option. 
September 21 is a day set aside for this purpose.   
 
How can we achieve World Peace? 

· By being role models and sharing our goals with our children, 
· By sending a copy of the Peace Message to local schools and government, 

encouraging them to take part in Peace Day with a minute’s silence, 
· Drafting press releases for the local media, 
· By being active and speaking out for women who struggle to make themselves 

heard and seen, 
· Demonstrating the ideals of peace through positive action within our local 

communities, 
· By mentoring and supporting each other through our businesses and careers and 

celebrating the successes, 
· By educating the male members of our society, 
· By making a concentrated effort to be part of Peace Day and adding Soroptimist 

voices and actions to the global community, 
· By visiting the website: http://www.internationaldayofpeace.org/ for a 

comprehensive list of ideas and further information.  
 
Soroptimists already KNOW that our efforts improve lives, our environment and our future. 
What will your club do for 2007?  
 
In Soroptimist friendship 

 
Margaret Lobo 
International President 2007–2009 


