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2008 
 
March- 
 

· 1. SATURDAY DAY OF SERVICE 
· 1. WOA Club Winner name due 

to SPR  
· 6. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 

U.S. Bank, Pine @ Davis at 6 
· 8. Interviews of McHugh 

scholarship applicants  
· 8. INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S 

DAY 
· 10. Program Focus Reports due 

to SIA Headquarters and copy 
due SPR Gov-Elect  

· 10. Deadline to submit new 
member names for Membership 
Drive 

· 11. Dinner Meeting at Delancey 
Street Restaurant  @6 PM 

· 17. St. Patrick’s Day 
· 22. Submit names of deceased 

members for Celebration of Life 
at SPR Conference & Big Basin 

· 22. Club Grant proposal’s due 
to SIA 

· 25. HAPPY BIRTHDAY JUDY 
LEE 

· 28. HAPPY BIRTHDAY DENISE 
KENT! 

· 28. SPR Membership contest 
ends 

· SISF’s 86 th Anniversary & 
Awards Dinner  

 
 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
 

. 
President Gail with Lauren Kuntz of GLUMAC, Enginee rs for a Sustainable Future,  

our speaker at our March 11 dinner meeting 
Dear Soroptimists,   
 
I believe March is our busiest month, but I had to go home to Alaska for a family 
emergency in February for three weeks and could not work on the Newsletter. So I am 
combining our March and April Newsletters. 
 
At our February monthly dinner meeting we held our round table discussion on ideas for 
future programs, better food at dinner, reaching out to teenage girls about our awards and 
scholarships with absent members sending in their ideas and suggestions… AND CARLA  
WON THE JOKER POT!!?!   
 
Our March monthly dinner meeting featured Lauren Kuntz of GLUMAC , Engineers for a 
Sustainable Future. Ms. Kuntz works with Secretary Angela  who is the controller at 
GLUMAC.  Angela’s “boss” Mr. Rick Thomas and Ida Pai, another co-worker, joined us. 
Ms. Kuntz taught us about global warming, how industrialization accelerated it, and both 
short and long term solutions to confront it.  It is easy to be green. GLUMAC is one of our 
Corporate Sponsors for our Awards dinner! Thank you GLUMAC. 
 
Everyone in our club put in time and effort on producing our 86th Anniversary and Awards 
Dinner for March 29th, by mailing invitations, updating the excel mailing list, gathering raffle 
basket donations, coordinating the attendance of the past and current Award winners and 
their guests, filling tables, designing the program, setting up the yacht club dining 
room…we might be a small club in numbers, but we are mammoth size in cooperation and 
results!  I salute all of our 17 regular members and 14 Li fe Members: thank you for 
everything you do. 
 
Sincerely,  
President Gail 
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April- 

· 1. Deadline for articles to The 
International Soroptimist 
magazine 

· 3. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 
U.S. Bank, Pine @ Davis at 6  

· 4. Curry Senior Center 35 th 
Anniversary Gala, Fairmont 
Hotel  

· 7.HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARCIA 
DUNN 

· 7. SI North San Mateo County 
Annual Fundraiser  

· 8. Dinner Meeting at Delancey 
Street Restaurant  @6 PM  

· 10-13 San Francisco Women’s 
Film Festival throughout the 
Bay Area http://www.sfwff.com/  

· 15.HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARY 
LOU SLUSHER 

· 16. S.F. Comm. on the Status of 
Women meeting , City Hall Rm 
408 

· 17. SI Los Gatos-Saratoga 13 th 
Annual Spring Fling Fashion 
Show & Fundraiser  

· 25-27. SIERRA PACIFIC REGION 
CONFERENCE AT TENAYA 
LODGE IN YOSEMITE 

 
 

May- 
· 1. Board Meeting at Nanell’s 

U.S. Bank, Pine @ Davis at 6  
· 4.  HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

MAUREEN SULLIVAN  
· 5. Girl’s Comm. of COSW 

meeting at City Hall, Rm 421  
· 7.SI Burlingame-San Mateo-Mid-

Peninsula 22 nd Annual Awards 
Ceremony, Doubletree Hotel 
Burlingame 

· 7. HAPPY BIRTHDAY FRANCES 
SHANAHAN MEDEIROS  

· 13. Dinner Meeting at Delancey 
Street Restaurant  @6 PM  

· 13. S.I. EUROPE 3rd Soroptimist 
Peace Marathon, Kigali, Rwanda  

· 21. HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVA 
WALTER 

· 21. S.F. Comm. on the Status of 
Women meeting, City Hall Rm 
408 

· 31.SPR Directory Information 
Form due to SPR Gov and cc to 
your District Director 

· 31. SIA Annual club Campaign 
last day for club donation 

· 31. SI Capitola-by-the-Sea “Bras 
for a Cause”  

 

 
 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

XENIA ROSEN MAY MOVE TO RURAL CALIFORNIA!  
 
Member Xenia Rosen may move her home and family to a 
rural California community. Where ever she goes she plans 
to continue as a Soroptimist in that area. We will miss 
Xenia and her Soropti-babies Lulu and Lena. 

  
 

 
TERI JACKSON HONORED BY NATIONAL COALITION OF 100 B LACK 

WOMEN WITH THE MADAM C.J. WALKER PIONEER AWARD 
 

On March 28th our member Judge Teri Jackson  was honored 
with the Pioneer Award at the 2008 Madam C.J. Walker 
Business and Community Recognition Awards Luncheon for 
her extensive litigation experience in both civil and criminal law, 
fourteen years as a criminal prosecutor, her work as Chair and 
Board member of the State Bar of Calif. Committee of Bar 
Examniers, California Court Reporter’s Board, USF American 
Inns of Court- Northern California, Black Women Lawyers 
Assoc. and Peninsula Community Foundation. She is also an 
adjunct professor of law and a lecturer for the Rutter Group on 
civil procedure. 
(Editor’s Note: and she still has time for Soroptimists!!) 
 
The National Coalition of 100 Black Women was founded in 1971 by a group of dedicated 
African American women in New York City.They are a group of professional women 
dedicated to social justice, economic parity, equal opportunity in education and health 
awareness/wellness of African American  women.The 56 members of the Bay Area 
Chapter are from all walks of life; nationally there are over 7500 members. 
 
In 1999 Cleopatra Vaughns  was honored with the Madam C.J. Walker Corporate Award. 
Cleopatra was a member of our club; she died in July 2007. 

 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>ELECTION TIME <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
 

FOR THE OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS  
for S.I. OF SAN FRANCISCO!!!!  

As if we do not have enough election stuff with the upcoming Democratic primary, 
we have to elect our own Officers and Board Members for Club Year 2008-2009. 
 
The election is Tuesday May 13, 2008 at our regular monthly dinner meeting. The 
slate is: 

· President - Gail Dekreon 
· Vice Pres. – Nanell Mawbey 
· Secretary – nominee needed 
· Treasurer – Carla Armstrong 
· Board – Angela Sheehan 
· Board – Robin Horca 
· Board – Diana Owyang (not confirmed) 

                                                    VOTE EARLY, VOTE OFTEN 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS S.I. of SAN FRANCISCO  
Our Club is one of 3 Finalists for the  

2008 Soroptimists Celebrating Success Program  
 

Our club has been selected as 
one of the three finalists in the 
Human Rights of Women and 
Girls category by a judging panel 
made up of directors from the 
Soroptimist Board. SIA received 
nearly 400 entrees for this 
program. First, second and third 
place winners will be announced 
at SIA’s 40th Biennial Convention 
in Taipei, Taiwan July 16-19, 
2008. 

 
 

 
IGU-INTERNATIONAL GOODWILL & UNDERSTANDING  

 
 Soroptimist International Randwick/Eastern Suburbs,  NSW, Australia  

Dear Gail, 
Good to hear from you. Thank you for your informative newsletter. 
We really appreciate you forwarding it on to us, as it is a pleasure 
to read about your activities and inspires us to do more. Would 
love to be there to join you in your Club's birthday celebration and 
Awards dinner, but all I can do is to congratulate your Club on 
reaching this anniversary milestone and wish you all a successful 
and enjoyable evening. Chat soon, Warm wishes 
 Lyn [Allara] President SI Randwick/Eastern Suburbs 
 

 
2008 McHUGH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER:  

SU PING MAI 
$5000 Scholarship for Freshman Year at a California College or University 

 
Georgia McHugh was a Vice President of the American Express Insurance Company and later a 
management consultant for Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company. She was a long time member of the 
Soroptimist International of San Francisco club. When she passed away she left a considerable 
bequest to S.I. of San Francisco and the Club decided to invest the money and use the proceeds to 

fund a college scholarship in her name. 
 
In 2008 we are happy and proud to award the Scholarship to  
SU PING MAI.  
 
Ms. Mai is a senior at George Washington High School in San 
Francisco. She plans to attend either UCLA or UC San Diego this 
Fall. Ms. Mai is the youngest of three siblings. She is thirsty for 
knowledge and has pursued every academic outlet available to her 
since she was seven years old. In addition to her schoolwork and 
after –school classes she works part time to help her mother support 
her and her disabled father. Ms. Mai is inspired by her mother’s 
courage, strong will and hard work. 
 
“…, I am ready for the challenges I will face in  college such as living 
away from home, getting to know new people and places, and the 

Diana introduces Su Ping at the  difficult classes I might have.” 
Mar. 29th Awards dinner 
 
“I am more optimistic of facing my challenges because of my mother’s encouragement and 
inspiration.” 
 
Congratulations Su Ping!! 



�����������	
�����
����
�	��	�
�	��
��������
���	�	 �����	����	���������� �����������	�

 

 
 

 

�

�

 
S.I. OF SAN FRANCISCO’S 

86TH ANNIVERSARY AND AWARDS DINNER 
March 29, 2008 

 
With incredible views of the San Francisco Bay 
at sunset at the Golden Gate Yacht Club, S.I. 
of San Francisco produced their 86th 
Anniversary and Awards dinner to an audience 
of 100 people with great food from Black Tie 
Catering, affecting music courtesy of Dr. Joe 
Meyers, member Chari’s husband, and the 
inspiring words of our five award winners. 
 
Upon arrival our guests were greeted and tagged with name badges and let loose 
at the Bar and to drool over our 40 raffle baskets, created by friend Maria Sison. 

 
                             

 
Sister Cities Girl Scout Troop #30719 opened the event by presenting the 
American Flag and leading us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

President Gail welcomed everyone and 
gave a history of Soroptimist since 
1921 in less than five minutes!  She 
introduced Soroptimist International’s 
new Quadrennial Project by showing a 
DVD of “Project Sierra: A Family and a 
Future”.  After that sobering movie 
everyone was invited to eat….and we 
did!   

 
We called winning Raffle tickets in two 
sessions; the person holding the 
winning ticket was allowed to choose 
any basket they desired…we sold a 
lot of tickets and we had a lot of happy 
people. 
 

 
We introduced our five Award winners 
by way of five of our club members 
presenting each winner and giving him 
or her an Award Certificate. 
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SISF Newsletter 

Editor: Gail Dekreon 

Contributors: Gail Dekreon, Xenia Rosen, 
Lynn Allara, Awards Dinner photos by John 
Crawford 

 

 
www.sfsoroptimist.org 

www.soroptimistspr.org/district2/sanfra
ncisco.html 

Email: sisf-board@sfsoroptimist.org  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pres Gail finds SIA Headquarters in Phil, PA 

Finding SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF 
THE AMERICAS (SIA) on the Web  

We are part of a Federation of Soroptimist Clubs. 
We are in the Soroptimist International of the 
Americas, Inc. Federation (SIA) and are one of 
four federations within Soroptimist International. 

To get more information about Soroptimist 
International of the Americas Federation, go to 
the address below and log in. Your 6-digit 
member number (found on your SIA magazine 
label or in our Club Roster) is both your name 
and password for login purposes…you can 
change it once you are logged in. 

http://www.soroptimist.org/ 
 

S.I. OF SAN FRANCISCO’S 
86TH ANNIVERSARY AND AWARDS DINNER 

March 29, 2008 
 
Angela Sheehan presented the VIOLET 
RICHARDSON AWARD to Catherine 
Custodio . Catherine brought her mother 
Maria Aguilar as her guest. 
 
Diana Owyang introduced our GEORGIA 
McHUGH SCHOLARSHIP winner  
Sue Ping Mai . (Photo on page 3). 
 
 

 
Xenia Rosen’s warm and heartfelt 
introduction of Evelyn Geddins for 
the WOMEN’S OPPORTUNITY 
AWARD overwhelmed all of us with 
emotion.  Evelyn’s mother flew in from 
Alabama to join us and watch her 
daughter be acclaimed and honored. 
 

 
This year S.I. of San Francisco established its first BUSINESS MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE FOR WOMEN AWARD, and Nanell Mawbey bestowed it upon Bill 
Crawford and Copy Station Inc  for their extraordinary generosity and skillful 
work in producing our Domestic Violence Bus Shelter posters which were 
displayed in 15 MUNI bus shelters all over San Francisco in November 2007.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
 
Gail Dekreon introduced Our WOMEN 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR WOMEN 
Awardee and keynote speaker Alison Levine.  
Alison kept our audience glued to their seats 
with her engaging speaking style, stories and 
movie about mountain climbing and teaching 
women in Uganda to be porters and guides, 
earning money for financial independence. 
 
The Girl Scouts closed our dinner by “striking” 
the flag and singing “Taps”! (Editor’s note: It was 
adorable.) 
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Sierra Pacific Region Officers:  
left to right: Renee Hall  (Parliamentarian), 
Lori Oliver  (Dt 1 Dir), Anita Lizotti  (Dt 5 
Dir) Loretta Fornaciari  (Dt 2 Dir); 
Catherine Santa Maria (Dt 3 Dir), Dianne 
Sharples  (Treasurer) Lynis Chaffey (Dt 4 
Dir), Sherry Pearson  (Secretary), Barbara 
Giambastini  (Gov-Elect); and Lauren 
Ogbourne  (Governor) 
 
 

 
 

GOVERNOR LAUREN 
OGBOURNE’S GOALS  

Goals for the 2006-2008 Biennium:  
To build upon last biennium in 
continuing to work on building a 
Renaissance Region with the 
theme of "The 3 R's . . . 
Revitalize, Retain and Re-Grow"  

· "Revitalize"  our clubs 
through education and 
creation of new energy and 
ideas by utilizing the 
communication tools 
available to us to further the 
Soroptimist mission of 
"improving the lives of 
women and girls in local 
communities and 
throughout the world"  

· "Retain"  our members and 
clubs and value their 
importance since it is 
necessary to have a strong 
foundation to grow  

· "Re-Grow"  Sierra Pacific 
Region with new members 
and new clubs 

 

 

 
NEWS FROM THE SIERRA PACIFIC REGION 

of Soroptimist International of the Americas 
DISTRICT II 

 
 

Loretta Fornaciari 
Director, District II 

Sierra Pacific Region 
Soroptimist International of the Americas  

 
 

 
SOROPTIMIST SIERRA PACIFIC REGION CONFERENCE 

April 25-27, 2008 
The annual SPR Conference is in Yosemite this year! This event includes SPR's additional 
awards to the Women Making a Difference nominees, and the Women Opportunity Award 
and Violet Richardson Award winners at a truly heart- wrenching Awards luncheon that 
makes you proud to be a Soroptimist. 

 
244 room lodge... an elevation of 5,288 feet... the 
example to which all wilderness resorts should be 
compared. 
  
 

 

 
 
Hello Members                                                               March 27�
  
The Region is holding a no-host dinner on Thursday, April 24 at Tenaya Lodge at 7 pm in 
Salon 4 and 5.   The cost per person is $45.00 including tax and tip. 
We would love to have you join us if you can attend.  Anyone who is at the hotel on 
Thursday or is close enough to drive to the hotel for the dinner is invited.  The Region 
board, our conference guests including our Federation visitor, and the conference 
coordinators will be at the dinner.    
  
I do need your reservation no later than April 10, along with what you would like to 
order. 
  
All dinners will be served with a green salad with Ranch or Italian dressing on the side. 
  
Here are your entree choices: 
  
1.  Pan-seared salmon w/dill cream sauce 
     Rice pilaf and fresh vegetables 
  
2.  Grilled chicken breast  
     Smashed red potatoes, fresh vegetables 
     mushroom sauce 
  
3.  Penne Pasta with a cream pesto sauce 
     Sun dried tomatoes and fresh spinach 
  
Payment:   You will pay at the door directly to the hotel via the following manners: 
    charge to your hotel room; charge to major credit card; check  OR cash 
  
Thanks, Lauren 
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Sharon Fisher, SIA 
Secretary/Treasurer  
Sharon Fisher of 
Western Canada 
began her one-year 
term as 
secretary/treasurer 
on September 1, 
2007. As the 
secretary/treasurer,  
Fisher will prepare minutes for board 
meetings and conventions, as well as 
oversee Soroptimist's funds and financial 
accounts. 
Fisher has been a member of SI/The 
Langleys, British Columbia, Canada, since 
1986. She has held several leadership 
positions, including club president and 
region treasurer. She is currently the 
director and chief financial officer of a 
crime-prevention software company. 

�

 
 

Live Your Dream Campaign  
Launched in conjunction with International 
Women’s Day (March 8), the Live Your 
Dream campaign inspires women from all 
walks of life to live their dreams and 
encourages them to pass on their good 
fortune to others.  
For information or questions about the Live 
Your Dream campaign, contact us at: 
info@liveyourdreamcampaign.org. contact 
215-893-9000 or visit www.soroptimist.org/ 
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NEWS FROM SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMERICAS  
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March is the month we honor women, with International 
Women’s Day (March 8) and Women’s History Month (in the 
United States). While we celebrate, however, we must ask 
ourselves: How much progress have women really made? Sadly, 

not enough. That’s why our mission is more important than ever. As Soroptimists 
we can be proud of all we do to improve the lives of women and girls in local 
communities and throughout the world.  
 
One of the ways we draw attention to the challenges facing women is through our 
Live Your Dream Campaign and its award-winning site 
www.liveyourdreamcampaign.org. I hope you’ll visit there often to see the 
exciting, new features we’ve added: video “webisodes” of a past Women’s 
Opportunity Award recipient; a fresh, new blog by a past Violet Richardson Award 
winner; inspirational e-cards; words of guidance from a life coach; fun contests; 
and a message board where you and other visitors can post your dreams. 
It’s also time to take a fresh look at our Renaissance Campaign. Do you realize 
that next year, in 2009, the campaign is scheduled to end? I urge you to work 
toward the goals and look at ways you can recruit and retain membership. A 
healthy membership is vital to the other components of the campaign (program, 
public awareness and fundraising), and critical to what we do. 
 
As you read this, our region conferences are underway, and our 40th Biennial 
Convention in Taipei, Taiwan, is drawing near. These meetings are wonderful 
opportunities to reconnect with each other and reaffirm our commitment to our 
Soroptimist mission. Working together, we celebrate women and girls not just in 
March, but every day of the year. As Soroptimists, we truly are making a 
difference in their lives! 
-���� ��!���
Machiko Yamada  
2007-2008 President 
 

 

Soroptimist Celebrates International Women's Day  
with Online Inspiration �
Release date: March 6, 2008�
In honor of International Women’s Day on March 8, 
Soroptimist will add several new exciting features to 
its inspirational website at 
LiveYourDreamCampaign.org—a website that 
encourages women and girls from all walks of life to 
live their dream.�

Soroptimist International Headquarters in Philadelphia, PA 
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Soroptimist International 

2007-2011 Quadrennial Project 
“Project Sierra, A Family and a Future” 
Soroptimist International recently 
announced the 2007-2011 quadrennial 
project. “Project Sierra, A Family and a 
Future”.  We are partnering with the UK 
based Hope and Homes for Children, 
which assists orphaned and 
abandoned children in Sierra Leone. 

Our new Quadrennial Project, Project 
Sierra: a Family and a Future,  was 
launched at Convention in July 2007 in 
Glasgow, Scotland The project will support 
women caring for children in extreme 
poverty and provide a caring secure family 
home for children who are alone or at risk 
of abandonment.  

Project location: Sierra Leone, West Africa     
Our partner: Hope and Homes for Children 

 

 
 

NEWS FROM SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL  
 

  
 
 

Margaret Lobo 
International President 2007–2009 

http://www.soroptimistinternational.org 
 
 
 

Soroptimist International Board Meetings  
The Soroptimist Board meets annually.  
 
At this meeting, three voting delegates and a number of consultants from 
each of the four Federations meet with the international executive and 
consultants to the Board as well as representatives of the UN 
Representatives and of the Programme Team.  
 
The Board considers reports and recommendations from the various 
committees and teams and major policy, administrative and budgetary 
decisions are made.  
 
The 2006 Interim Board Meeting was held from 13 - 15 August 2006 in 
Windsor, UK. The 2007 International Board Meetings were held from 25 - 
27 July in Glasgow. 
 

International Relations  
· General Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council, 

United Nations (ECOSOC);  
· Operational Relations with the United Nations Educational, Scientific & 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO);  
· Special List of the International Labour Organization (ILO);  
· Official Relations with the World Health Organization (WHO),  
· Official Relations with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO); 

Consultative Status with the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO).  

· Accredited to the Commonwealth as a Civil Society Organization. 
  

Special UN Years and Decades  
1997 - 2006 UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty  
2001 - 2010 International Decade for a Culture of Peace  
2001 - 2010 Decade to Roll Back Malaria in Developing Countries, 
Particularly in Africa 
2003 - 2013 UN Literacy Decade 
2005 - 2015 International Decade for Action, "Water for Life" 
2005 - 2014 UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 
 


